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Dear readers,
We published the first edition of our INSIDE
WUNDERLICH magazine in January. The feedback
from you was fantastic, for which we’re very
grateful. Yet since then, many exciting things
have happened and we have developed many of
exciting new products at Wunderlich. So much so
that you now have the second edition of INSIDE
WUNDERLICH to read.
At the end of April we set up our new division
Wunderlich Adventure and presented the division
to the representatives of the international
trade press together with an extensive range
of Adventure Parts & Accessories for the
Harley-Davidson Pan America. This event was a
veritable milestone in the history of Wunderlich.
The particular range of products came about
thanks to our huge experience and expertise as
adventure bike specialists, which we have acquired
by developing professional equipment for the
BMW GS models.
The key strategic step in developing the company
was underpinned with the presentation of
Herbert Schwarz, a motorbike enthusiast par
excellence who enjoys an unrivalled reputation
in our industry. In the future, he will support the
development of our Wunderlich Adventure brand
as a brand ambassador. Find out more about
Herbert on page 32.
Heinz Joachim Wirths, otherwise known as Biker
Jo, is one of the first people to ride their HarleyDavidson Pan America as an adventure bike
boundlessly in Europe, Africa and South America,
and has now kitted out the bike professionally
with our Adventure Parts. He is planning together
with his Harley and its all-terrain spoked wheels to
tackle the Panamericana in stages. Find out about
him and the Adventure Equipment for his Pan
starting on page 70. Two other ambitious travel
stories that are inspiring in very different ways,
both with BMWs, will whisk you away to the island
of Corsica (page 6) and down under (page 54).
The BMW S 1000 models are widely popular
and so our series »Complete your...« showcases
our tried-and-trusted components for the sporty
four-cylinder R, XR and RR. What many riders of
the BMW S 1000 XR still find lacking is a decent
suspension. That’s where Wunderlich Suspension
comes in. Besides successfully opening up our

Felix Wunderlich and Frank Hoffmann

suspension division to other motorbike brands,
we’re currently testing a suspension for the BMW
S 1000 XR, including on the Nürburgring. But
our tests are not basically about lap performance.
Their aim is to develop the perfect suspension
set-up for everyday riding. There’s good reason to
be excited.
Apart from the conventional engine concept, electric mobility is increasingly becoming a key issue
for motorbikes. This is reflected in the numerous
products that now deserve to be taken seriously.
In the future, we intend to address these concepts,
for instance with BMW’s CE04. Find out more
about the stylish scooter, how it handles, and the
particular challenges of developing high-quality
accessories starting on page 90.
Our recently inaugurated, cross-brand classic
meet for motorbikes and cars dubbed Wunderlich
ClassiX, which we intend to continue next year,
went down really well. Find out more in the
current issue. Our MyBike campaign where you
can upload a photo of you and your motorbike
from your personal photo album is also proving to
be quite popular. Take a look at the first 10 Bikes
starting on page 94.
As you can see, we have no end of exciting stories
to tell. And, on that note, we wish you an enjoyable
motorbike autumn and hope you enjoy reading
the second edition of our INSIDE WUNDERLICH
magazine.
All the best,

Frank Hoffmann
Managing Director of
Wunderlich GmbH

Felix Wunderlich
Managing Director of
Wunderlich GmbH
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Parforce de Corse

PARFORCE

DE CORSE

Corsica is the fourth largest island in the Mediterranean Sea, after
Sicily, Sardinia and Cyprus, but no other island is quite as mountainous.
So, which part of the island should you concentrate on if you’re only
staying for four days? The answer is simple: all of them!
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Touch the sky: Corsica is home to over 50 two-thousand-metre peaks.

T

he ferry from Livorno
to Bastia is a great
opportunity for you
to sit back, relax,
and slow down to the rhythm
of the wild island. Corsica
lies 83 kilometres from the
Italian mainland and the

ferry there, which follows a
remarkably straight route, takes
around four and a half hours.
Incidentally, at its widest point
the distance from one side of the
island to the other is also just
83 kilometres – as the crow flies
of course. If you want to cross

Sun, sea and sand: a view of the west coast near l’Île-Rousse.
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the island at the same speed
as our trusty tugboat crossed
the sea, you need to be able to
handle turns and bends while
riding quickly and not have any
sightseeing planned!

north-western part of Corsica
which has a summit cross at
2,706 metres. To sum up the
topography of the island in
just a few words, it’s »rugged,
winding and inaccessible«! If
you want to give a more poetic
description, you could say:
»Spectacular gorges disappear
between jagged rock faces and
dark forests of gigantic black
pines hide narrow valleys filled
with the sound of rushing and
roaring water«. However you
want to describe it, Corsica is a
paradise for fans of ambitious
road engineering.

Corsica is essentially a massive
rock in the Mediterranean
with countless rugged peaks
emerging from the water,
some of which reach as high as
2,500 m above sea level. There
are over 50 (!) two-thousandmetre peaks on the island,
but one stands tall above the
rest – Monte Cinto in the

Calls for freedom and independence are
everywhere.

We wanted to get a taste of
the roads for ourselves as soon
as we arrived, even if it was
just a small one. When we
docked at Bastia in the early
afternoon and set off on our
hour-long ride to our hotel in
Corte, the island’s magnificent
peaks were hidden behind
steely grey storm clouds. The
town of Corte lies right in
the heart of the island. It’s
incredibly quaint and charming
and was actually the capital
of Corsica around 250 years
ago. Even though Ajaccio,
on the south-west coast, is
now the capital of the island,
Corte is still a popular tourist
destination in summer because
of its stunning location and
the picturesque old town at the
foot of the citadel. When we
visited at the end of April the
Easter holidays had already
been and gone and Corte once

again belonged to its 7,500
inhabitants and the 5,000
students that study here at
Corsica’s only university.
Distracted by my beautiful
surroundings, I immediately
took a wrong turn in the town
centre and ended up at Place
Paoli. This little square is
surrounded by restaurants and
cafés and right in the centre,
watching over everyone, is a
granite statue of a very sternlooking fellow. But it’s not just
his high pedestal that makes
him tower over all Corsica.
Corsicans revere Pasquale
Paoli and have given him the
nickname »Babbu di a Patria«
(»Father of Corsica«). He
was a military leader and led
Corsican guerrillas in the drive
to push the Genoese forces off
the island. Corsica declared
independence in 1755 and
Paoli ensured that a democratic
constitution was written. This
was actually the first democratic
constitution written during
the Age of Enlightenment and
it inspired the constitutions of
the United States (1776) and
France (1790) several decades
later. After he was removed from
power, the Genoese no longer
wanted to hold onto the unruly
island and sold it to the French.
Corsica was formally handed
over in 1790 at the beginning of
the French revolution over 230
years ago. However, it’s difficult
to find any Corsicans that accept
this even today.

Wunderlich F 850 GS Adventure.
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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Pines and needles: the »Aiguilles de Bavella« near Zonza.

After a quick check-in at our
hotel, we got back on our bikes
and headed off in search of the
road that would take us to the
Restonica Valley. Even though
the sky wasn’t very inviting,
we wanted to discover this gem
today. The narrow, winding road
starts at the edge of Corte and
then, over 15 kilometres, snakes
in between cliffs and rivers and
up around 1,000 metres into the
mountains. It is without a doubt
one of the most beautiful dead
ends in Europe.

However, on the day we went
it was probably also one of
the slipperiest, at least on the
sections that go through the
thick forest. In some spots, it
was covered with a carpet of
pine needles, grapefruit-sized
pine cones and all other kinds of
debris from the gigantic black
pines. On the higher stretches
there was water flowing over
the asphalt, which was also a
little sparse in some places, so
there were plenty of reasons not
to take our eyes off the road.

This was extremely difficult
though because the stunning
landscape did its best to catch
our attention.
We made it to the car park of
the Bergerie de Grotelle in
one piece and then headed to
the Lac de Melo and Lac de
Capitello on foot. Unfortunately,
we didn’t get to experience the
legendary breath-taking views
because the clouds were too
low. It soon started raining
so we headed back down,
experiencing every twist and
turn in the road from the other
direction. We decided we would
try to return again when the
clouds had gone.

Day 1: Corte – Belgodère – L’lle
Rousse – Calvi – Galéria – Ota –
Corte / 268 km
Our satnav estimated
the driving time for
this stage to be
almost six and a half
hours. Our planned
route would take us
on a large loop
around the north-west of the
Classic Corsica: thick shrubland, high mountains and a beguiling scent.
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You might encounter a wild sow
on a nice straight stretch of
road – or if you’re going round
a bend you might even come eye
to eye with one!

Walled in: a typical Corsican road.

island and would include roughly 100 kilometres of coastal
road. However, because digitally
measured theory and real
asphalted practice sometimes
diverge enormously here in
Corsica, we were on the bikes
early in the morning after a
quick breakfast and ready to
make the most of the beautiful
day that lay ahead. Our first
destination was the little town of
L'Île-Rousse on the north-west
coast and we set off at a reasonably quick pace. We were able to
travel quickly on the winding
T 20 and even enjoy some
stunning views of the mighty
Monte Cinto that stretched high
into the sky on our left.

as many bends as possible. It
closely hugs the constantly
changing topography and is
an absolute delight to ride!
The only issue with this road
is that you have to be attentive
at all times. A section of fresh
asphalt is no guarantee that the
next section of road won’t be
somewhat more rustic – the only
constant here is change. You
also have to keep an eye out for
the pigs, goats, cows or sheep
that the Corsican farmers let
roam freely around the island.

To anticipate any questions,
and so that I don’t constantly
have to repeat myself: this
road report applies to almost
the entire island. The road
network in Corsica is around
8,000 kilometres long but
only about 600 kilometres
is well-maintained »Routes
Nationales«, the rest is quite
simply spectacular! Outside of
the towns and villages the speed
limit on the island is 80 km/h
but realistically this top speed
can only be reached on the T 10,
a long and relatively straight
road that runs down the east
coast of the island, connecting
north to south. You should
always be careful not to exceed
this limit because there are lots
of permanent speed cameras
along this road. It’s very
difficult to reach, and exceed,
80 km/h anywhere else as you’re
often too busy turning your
head taking the time to enjoy
the stunning views during your
ride. This happens constantly
throughout the ride, so there’s
always a risk of being distracted
from your riding! This isn’t only
the case when you’re driving

We continued onto Ponte
Leccia where we eventually
left the T 20 for the T 30 and
then a little while later turned
onto the RT 301 and headed
towards Belgodère. This »Route
Territoriale« was a lot narrower
and not quite as well-maintained
as the larger »Route Nationale«
but whoever designed and
built it apparently didn’t miss
any opportunities to include
Watchtowers: you can find Genoese watchtowers, like these ones here at Cap Corse, all over the island.
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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Picture-postcard village: Bocognano.

Up north: the small harbour of Barcaggio on the northernmost point of Corsica.

around the inside of the island.
It gets even worse when you
reach the coast!

the picturesque bays and small
sandy beaches which serve
more of a decorative function
as they are quite hard to reach.
But that wasn’t a problem for
us today, nothing could have
drawn us away from the road.
It’s impossible to describe how it
feels to ride along this winding
road with its stunning views
across the Mediterranean Sea.
For me, the best moments were
when we got a panoramic view

On the west of the island, the
cliffs plunge into the foaming
sea below, but not just at certain
points or along specific sections
of road. The entire coast on
this side of the island is like
an endless cliff face with a
road carved into it right at the
edge. Far below you can see

12
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of the coastline from an exposed
point and could still see the
narrow road in the distance,
almost like it had been traced
into the rock face. It seemed to
go on forever.
Our fun was only interrupted
when we came across a small
town or village. There aren’t
really any big towns in Corsica.
Calvi, for example, where we
stopped for a break, only has

6,000 inhabitants but is the
fifth largest town on the island.
We enjoyed a delicious »café au
lait« at the foot of the citadel and
decided that the long journey to
reach Corsica had been worth it
just for this half day of riding.
Once we’d finished our coffees,
we set off again, taking the D
81 B from the town centre and
then following it along the coast
towards Galéria.
The narrow road became a
little more mountainous and at
some points it felt like the sea
was just an arm’s length away,
even though it was actually
dizzyingly far below us. The
constant twists and turns
meant that we mainly stayed
in second or third gear, I don’t
think that anyone here actually
uses fourth gear! It’s only
around forty kilometres from
Calvi to Galéria but we realised
that it would take us around
an hour and a half with a short
break. It slowly dawned on me

1000 steps: in Nonza a long staircase leads down to the vast beach.

that our planned route wasn’t
going to work. Originally, we
wanted the »Calanche di Piana«
to be the cherry on top of the
cake for our first day. The red
granite rock labyrinth is not
far from the small port town
of Porta. A must-see during
any trip to Corsica, the rocks
rise majestically out of the
water and measure 300 m at
their tallest point. As we still
had around 70 kilometres to
go and the road didn’t change
and surprise us with a long,
straight stretch, we only
reached the Gulf of Porto in
the late afternoon. From there
it was another 80 kilometres
back through the mountains to
Corte.
To cut a long story short: we’d
had enough of the winding
roads by the time we reached
Porto. We wove our way through
a thick forest of eucalyptus
down towards the sea and were
completely blown away by the
stunning view that the Gulf of
Porto offers its visitors. This
section of the coast was named
a World Heritage Site in 1983,
and rightly so as there is simply
no better place to throw all
your touring plans out of the
window. As we didn’t want to
When you're not winding your way up
the mountains in serpentines, you cruise
between them.

have to fight our way through
the mountains in the dark –
cornering lights or not – we had
to give the »Calanche di Piana« a
miss on this trip.
We were definitely suitably
compensated though! The only
difference between the coastal
road and the road back through
the mountains to Corte is that
we no longer had a view of
the sea. Instead, shortly after
passing the Lac de Calacuccia
the road follows the River
Golo, a raging whitewater river
that pushes its way through
the mountains and over the
round rocks in the valley
bottom. The Golo is one of the
most navigated and difficult
whitewater rivers in Corsica
and it’s just as thrilling to ride
along its banks, close to the
cliffs, plunging through the
valley alongside the rushing
water. It was both enchanting
and electrifying. We managed to
undercut the time predicted by
our satnav for the 80 kilometres
by a good half hour. The
delicious wild boar goulash
that we enjoyed at »U Museu«
in Corte that evening was
definitely well earned. It was
the perfect way to finish this
fantastic first day.

INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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Day 2: Corte – Bastia – Barcag-

gio – St. Florent – Corte / 285 km

Apart from a more
relaxed stretch on the
T 20 to Bastia, our
second day promised
to be a repeat of the
first. We headed out
towards the coast
once again to ride round Cap
Corse, the peninsula that looks a
bit like a finger sticking out
from the top of the island.

14

Once we left Bastia, the road
closely followed the water’s
edge and the bends became
much rounder and wider.
Watchtowers, most of which
were originally built by the
Genoese, are a typical landmark
in Corsica that can be found
all along the coast around the
island. In Cap Corse, however,
it feels like there is one of
these stony guardians every
few metres – perhaps because
in this past this is where they
expected the most attacks. In
fact, Corsica was often the focus
of many conquerors and they
all stopped by to pay the island
a visit. After the Carthaginians,
Greeks and Etruscans came
the Romans, then the Vandals
and Goths fought over the
island and even the Byzantines,
Lombards, Saracens and Franks
all tried to gain a foothold here.
Ultimately, they were all forced
to retreat because the furthest

they managed to get was the
coast. Any attempts to push
forward to the centre of the
island were blocked by the wild
and mountainous landscape
and the tenacious resistance
of the inhabitants, who were
more familiar with the land than
the invaders. It was only when
the French spent two million
francs to buy the island from
the Genoese and arrived with

Dense forest and rushing water.

The birth of a blade: a visit to Gael Mayeur’s forge in Luri.
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Viewpoint: there are lots of other valleys to explore in the north-west area of the island.

20,000 men that the Corsicans
were unable to fight back. I
think now is a great moment to
share a joke, just make sure that
you don’t repeat it in a Corsican
bar: »I tried calling Corsica
yesterday – but it was occupied
again.«
That’s enough history for now,
let’s move onto something
much more interesting, such as

the little road to Luri that we
didn’t want to miss. We wanted
to pay a surprise visit to Gael
Mayeur who forges rather
special blades in his workshop
nestled deep in the Corsican
countryside. Knives are just as
closely associated with Corsica
as »vendetta«, even if the latter
has not actually been practised
as a local custom since the
19th century. In the past, the

bloody feuds between families
gave undertakers a steady flow
of work. Often even a minor
crime like stealing a chicken
would lead to a fight resulting
in up to as many as 40 deaths,
as was seen in one particular
case. Vendettas like this usually
only ended when one of the two
families was left and the family
had run out of people to carry
out the vendetta. In the 18th

century alone this unusual
custom cost around 30,000
Corsicans their lives so it’s no
wonder that the rough islanders
gained a reputation amongst
other Europeans as being
bloodthirsty, vengeful, hell-bent
on protecting their honour and
– as Asterix taught us – easily
offended.
Luckily for us, Gael Mayeur
wasn’t offended when we went
to visit his forge. Instead he
seemed more confused as to
how two German bikers had
managed to find him in the
middle of nowhere, far away
from any paved roads. Or at least
he was until we reminded him
about his website. He was more
than happy to show us around
his forge and even though we
had hoped to see him in action
he wasn’t working on anything.
He didn’t even have a fire going!
He showed us a selection of

Off the beaten track: the road to the forge takes you through the forest.
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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his creations and told us about
how he worked together with
his friend and partner Gabriel
Navarro to restore the old
ruins between the ancient oak
and chestnut trees where his
forge now stands so that he
could make his knives in this
magical place. As beautiful
as all his typical jack-knives
were, a large fixed knife that I
thought would come in handy
in my kitchen caught my eye. As
soon as I saw it, I knew that it
would easily fit in my tank bag.
There’s definitely plenty of space
now because my wallet is a bit
smaller than before.
After our visit to Gael’s forge, we
headed back towards the coast
and then north. We quickly
reached the northernmost point
of Corsica, the little village of
Barcaggio. I think that when we
arrived everyone was enjoying
their afternoon siesta, there
wasn’t a soul to be seen. Luckily,
we managed to find a cold drink
at the little harbour before
getting back on our bikes and
taking the west coast road south
again. Our next destination
was Saint-Florent which is
located at the south-western
end of the finger and is known
as the »Saint-Tropez of Corsica«
because of its opulent marina.
Around 70 kilometres lay
between us and our destination
and because the coastal road
seemed just as challenging and
enchanting as yesterday, a large
part of our afternoon was more
or less already planned.
Once we reached Saint-Florent
we headed inland a little and
then back towards Corte,
taking the »Route Nationale«
through the north-west of the
island. Even though our hotel
was only 60 kilometres away,
it took us two whole hours to
battle through the Corsican
Closing in: clouds gather just behind the
summit of the Col de Bavella.

16

#02

INSIDE WUNDERLICH

countryside. Like yesterday we
reached our hotel after 11 hours
on our bikes and headed up to
our rooms on shaking legs. Our
mattresses felt just like how it
must feel for sailors to be on dry
land after a long journey at sea.
We finally collapsed into bed
after wolfing down a pizza!

Day 3: Corte – Ghisoni – Zicavo –
Zonza – Sari-Solenzara – Aleria –
Corte / 275 km
The sun stayed with
us for our third day
and we headed
towards the centre of
the island to explore
its famous
mountains.
Unfortunately we started our
day with a mistake! Even
though our planned route for
the day was just as long as
yesterday, we decided to make a
detour to the Restonica Valley
seen as it was just on our
doorstep. Luckily for us, we
were finally able to see the
valley in its full glory and stayed
for a while to take photos. We
ended up staying there for two
whole hours, but we could have
done with these extra hours at
the end of the day.

Imposing: the memorial for war victims in Calvi.

We made excellent progress
on the first stretch and then
turned off the »Route Nationale«
just after Vivario. We took
the significantly smaller D
69 towards Ghisoni and then
headed up into the mountains
on the winding mountain road.
Over the next few hours, we
found out just how wild and
untamed Corsica still is. While
350,000 people live on the
island, around half of them
live in Ajaccio and Bastia.
The majority of the rest of the
population is spread along
the coast so the mountainous
region is practically empty and
we were thrilled to discover that

in Corsica, the shortest route
from A to B is never a straight
line.
Parts of the road took us back
through the thick forest which
has its own special charm. It’s
dominated by Corsican black
pines, majestic giants that
can grow up to 50 metres tall
and cluster closely together,
turning the road into a slalom
with very wide poles. The
forest eventually thinned out
again and we were treated to a
stunning view of the mountains
that seemed so big that they
touched the sky. Monte Inducine
near Zicavo stands at 2,134 m
high and is the southernmost
two-thousand-metre peak on
the island. As we stood in its
shadow, we realised that we
had a choice to make. Should
we continue south west until
we reach the sea? Or should we
get rid of our plan, head to the
coastal town of Propriano and
then turn towards Zonza at the
foot of the Bavella massif? There
were two things that helped us
to make our decision: the time
and the sky (which seemed very
cloudy towards the south). So,
we reprogrammed our satnav
and joined the winding D 420
in Aullène which then took us
through Quenza to Zonza. From
there, we took the D 268 to our
next stop.

last tour of the Sella massif.
We followed the serpentine
road up the Col de Bavella to
around 1,200 m. At the top of
the pass we stopped at the feet
of the statue of »Notre Dame
des Neiges«, who is supposed
to protect you from danger
when you’re in the mountains,
and enjoyed the baguettes and
wild boar salami that we had
stashed in our cases for lunch.
We couldn’t take our eyes off the
mountains, even while we were
enjoying our picnic, we noticed
that the peaks were slowly
disappearing behind the clouds.
In any case, we wanted to stay
ahead of the storm front, which
seemed to be heading north, so
we packed up our picnic, got
back on our bikes and headed
off to Sali-Solenzara on the
east coast. The road there was
mostly through the monumental
forest so we had around 50
kilometres of giant slalom
to contend with. We finally
reached our destination on the
east coast in the early evening.
For me, this was by far the least
spectacular part of the island.
On the contrary to the west
coast, here the land rises gently
from the sea, apart from at Cap
Corse, so the road builders
definitely had an easier job on
their hands. As it was almost

100 kilometres back to Corte we
took the coastal highway, the T
10, which carried us through
the vast open plains of Corsica’s
orchard and vegetable garden.
We passed lots of intensively
cultivated plantations and
farmland. This was definitely
the least interesting part of
our day, but we were able to
travel much more efficiently
than on the smaller roads.
When we hit Aléria, we took
the well-maintained T 50 back
into the mountains. By the time
we reached the garage of our
hotel we had spent another 11
hours on our bikes, but we had
managed to stay dry all day!

Day 4: Corte – Bonifacio – Sar-

tène – Porticcio – Cauro – Corte /
385 km
We had just one day
of riding left in
Corsica and we
started the day the
same way that we
finished the day
before. Once again,
we took the T 10 to get to the
southern tip of the island and
the town of Bonifacio as quick
as possible. The old town of the
southernmost municipality in
Corsica was built on lime and
sandstone cliffs. The houses and
other buildings cling to the cliff

There is an abundance of
mountains in Corsica, the
»Aiguilles de Bavella« (the
»Needles of Bavella«) in
particular really stick out but
not because of their height.
The tallest of the seven peaks
stands at just 1,855 m but
the sight of these imposing
and majestic granite towers
really is something special.
This range is often compared
to the Dolomites and for me it
brings to mind memories of my
From a distance: admiring the bustling
town of Bonifacio.
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Well protected: The statue of the Virgin Mary »Notre Dame de la Neige« on the Col de Bavella.

Old capital: Corte in the heart of the island.

at around 70 metres directly
above the sea and offer a view
that you won’t find anywhere
else in the Mediterranean. This
is one of the reasons why
Bonifacio is the most visited
town on the island. All the car
parks here are always full, even
outside of the holiday period. We
ventured into the narrow alleys
of the old town, which were

flooded with tourists, but
unfortunately, there seemed to
be no free seats in any of the
many restaurants and cafés. The
crowds were actually quite
off-putting so we decided to
admire the beautiful town from a
distance and headed to Sartène.
It’s supposed to be the most
Corsican-style town in Corsica
with its closely packed, old

houses and winding alleyways. It
also offers stunning panoramic
views over the Rizzanese Valley
and the Gulf of Valinco. We
stopped for a quick drink at a
small street café at the gates of
the town and had another look
over our plan for the day. We had
originally planned on visiting
Bonifacio, Sartène and Ajaccio,
the island’s capital and

TRAVEL TIPS

island is packed with tourists
who don’t shy away from taking
over the coastal roads on the
west of the island with their
motorhomes.

I absolutely recommend trying
some of the local specialities –
particularly if you like a good
hearty meal. As there are many
good reasons why motorbike travellers should always have a good
knife in their kit, I also would
recommend including a visit to a
Corsican forge in your itinerary.
Their handiwork is known and
admired throughout Europe.

Corsica is definitely fun to visit
with any type of motorcycle, but
it’s so much better with a bike
that’s good on bends. There are
several ways to reach the island
but the quickest connection (approx. 4.5 hours) is from Livorno
to Bastia.
The best time to visit is during
spring and autumn. You should
try to avoid visiting during
holiday periods when the whole
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You won’t find any massive hotel
complexes here so it’s also easy
to find accommodation outside
the holiday periods and people
are always prepared to welcome
visitors, even in the smaller
towns and villages. Contrary to
their reputation, all the Corsicans that we met were incredibly
welcoming and helpful.

Napoleon’s hometown, but did
we really want to waste our last
few hours in Corsica
sightseeing? We decided that we
would much rather take another
ride through the remote, thickly
forested mountainous area of the
island, so we input a few new
small mountain villages into our
satnav and let it surprise us with
a new route. By changing our
route we were able to take
another deep breath of the
Corsican air, as another
highlight of this wonderful
island is the beguiling scent of
the Mediterranean flora that had
been with us since we arrived.
Around half of the island is
covered with evergreen maquis
vegetation which is best
described as thick scrub.
Garrigue vegetation also grows
across Corsica but it is much
denser and almost impenetrable.
The scents of the oily and
fragrant plants and herbs cover
the island like an invisible cloud
and make each breath an
olfactory delight. Napoleon once
boasted that he could identify
his home island with his eyes
closed just by the smell. To be
honest, I can’t say that I’m quite
as talented as I only first noticed
this wonderful scent after being
here for four days! It’s
indescribable, so I won’t even try
to explain it to you. It’s really
something that you need to
experience for yourself.
After spending a few hours
meandering through the southwest of the island, we finally
rejoined the coast and the town
of Porticcio. We were able to
see several large buildings on
the other side of the bay and in
the light of the afternoon sun
Corsica's capital Ajaccio shone
from afar. Even though we were
quite far from the city, there
was so much traffic here that
it made us lose all interest in
actually visiting the city itself.

Wunderlich
F 850 GS Adventure
The ideal bike for short tours.
The professional in the F-series is the BMW F 850 GS
Adventure. Without a doubt. It shares its genes with
the R 1250 GS Adventure. The powerful 23-litre front
tank and sizeable 21-inch front wheel can’t be missed
and they make a real statement. Once we have finetuned it and equipped it with our protection, ergonomic,
suspension and luggage parts, this bike is the perfect
partner for a »Parforce de Corse«.

Find out more
about our
equipment

Having made ourselves dizzy
over the past few hours on the
twisting mountain roads in the
southwest, we once again took
the comfortable T 20 back to
Corte. This road is well-built,
well-maintained and is almost
like an 80-kilometre Alpine pass
that can’t decide if it should be
going up or down. Unfortunately,
during this last part of our final
day we were already enjoying
the last few kilometres of our
whistle-stop tour of Corsica as
the following day we only had to
make the quick journey to Bastia
to catch our ferry. After that,
all that was left between us and
reality was 1,400 kilometres of
motorway.
That being said, I would happily
make the journey again, or
even travel twice as far, to visit
Corsica by motorcycle once
more. It would be great to

have more time to get a proper
impression of the whole island.
During this trip, we spent 45
hours over four days on our bikes
and only covered a little over
1,200 kilometres. I definitely
understand why people call
Corsica the »Island of Beauty«.
Visitors can expect to enjoy
spectacular mountain landscapes
in a breath-taking natural
setting, as well as paradisical
beaches, stunning coastlines
and historic buildings. The
entire island is criss-crossed
with a road network that cannot
be equalled on the mainland.
There’s nothing like it in the
Alps or Pyrenees for example. It
truly is a slice of paradise and
without a doubt one of the most
charming places in France by far.
However, I don’t think that
Corsicans would describe their
island in quite the same way…  UB
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BMW S 1000 XR – it’s got it all!
Power, sport, adventure
It can do everything just slightly better: the new XR that is 10 kg lighter than the first-
generation XR. It offers the perfect combination of power and agility, long-distance comfort
and sportiness. The upright, integrated seat position is exhilarating. Like its »little« sister
the F 900 XR, it comes with top-class equipment and is brought to life expressively and
unmistakably with its own design concept. Auspicious!
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SPORT windshield | S 1000 XR (2020-)
smoked grey | #35756-002

MARATHON windshield | S 1000 XR (2020-)
smoked grey | #35753-002

ERGO handlebar riser | 20 mm
silver | #41971-011

PRO engine protection bar
black | #35835-002

SPORT tank bag | S 1000 XR (2020-)
black | #20674-002

Tank protection pad | S 1000 XR (2020-)
black | #32563-002

Even more economical, comfortable, agile, dynamic and,
above all, more individual with our components:
our Wunderlich S 1000 XR.

Full
information
and other
products

AKTIVKOMFORT ThermoPro seat | high
black | #35672-200

Side stand enlarger
S 1000 XR (2020-) | black | #36060-602

Oil cooler guard | S 1000 XR/R/RR
black | #31961-002

Radiator protection grille | S 1000 R/RR/XR
black | #36081-100

DOUBLESHOCK axle protection pads | rear
black | #42159-102

DOUBLESHOCK axle protection pads | front
black | #42152-102
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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More dynamic roadstering?
Can’t be done!
The BMW S 1000 R
The BMW S 1000 R encapsulates it perfectly with lots of power and low weight: its
strength lies in its precise handling that makes it the perfectly controllable machine
on the road. You won’t find a more dynamic roadster experience!
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MARATHON windshield | S 1000 R (2021-)
transparent | #35754-001

MARATHON windshield | S 1000 R (2021-)
smoked grey | #35754-002

SPORTERGO handlebar riser | 25 mm
S 1000 R (2021-) | black | #35631-202

AKTIVKOMFORT seat
black | #35695-110

AKTIVKOMFORT seat
black-white | #35695-111

AKTIVKOMFORT seat
black-red | #35695-112

The dynamic roadster has no resting pulse is what BMW says.
Wunderlich components for the BMW S 1000 R make the roadster
experience more relaxed and ergonomic – but don’t worry, it’s all
achieved without the roadster losing its scintillating dynamism and agility.

Full
information
and other
products

SPORT tank bag | S 1000 R/RR
black | #36630-000

DOUBLESHOCK axle protection pads | rear
black | #42159-102

Racing protection pad | S 1000 R (2021-)
black | #35931-303

Oil cooler guard | S 1000 XR/R/RR
black | #31961-002

Radiator protection grille | S 1000 R/RR/XR
black | #36081-100

ERGO lower footrests
silver | #25910-601
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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Show what’s possible!
Our Wunderlich
BMW S 1000 RR
With the race track conversion of the BMW S 1000 RR, the racing mechanics in
our suspension and racing department impressively show what’s possible when
dynamic agility and performance are top of the requirements specification.
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ENDURANCE PRO windshield
transparent | #43960-234

ENDURANCE PRO windshield
smoked grey | #43960-235

ENDURANCE PRO seat | +40 mm
black | #35695-114

AKTIVKOMFORT seat
black | #35695-110

AKTIVKOMFORT seat
black-white | #35695-111

AKTIVKOMFORT seat
black-red | #35695-112

Inspired by our involvement in motorsports, we have developed a host
of street and track components for all riders that relish effectiveness,
performance and a stylish, individual look for their BMW S/M 1000 RR.

Full
information
and other
products

Racing protection pad | S 1000 RR (2019-)
black | #35831-203

DOUBLESHOCK axle protection pads | front
S 1000 R/RR | black | #42158-002

Radiator protector | S 1000 XR/R/RR
#36082-000

Oil cooler guard | S 1000 XR/R/RR
#36083-000

TRACKDAY S 1000 R/RR & M 1000 RR
licence plate holder | black | #36090-102

ELEPHANT SPORTBAG tank bag
black | #36630-202
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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Indispensable

basics

Wunderlich’s functional equipment
We offer a huge range of products for BMW motorbikes. Aside from numerous modelspecific highlights, a wide range of tried-and-trusted basics are now part of our portfolio.
For many riders these basics are indispensable standard equipment on their BMW.

» Stowed securely!
Helm-Lock helmet anti-theft system

» Need a lift?
Fold-away lifting handle

» Glovebox
Barbag

28
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» Sure-footed stance!
Side stand enlarger

» Shade guaranteed
Glare shield

» USB charging box
Power from the socket

INSIDE WUNDERLICH

» Hands up!
ERGO handlebar rise

» Stopper
Steering stop limiter

» Better view
Mirror extension

INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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A suspension for the BMW S 1000 XR

Wunderlich Suspension
tests suspensions

T

he broad grin and
the sheer delight of
the BMW S 1000 XR
rider was plain
to see. He was
just back from a test ride that
obviously impressed him and
was definitely lots of fun. After
parking up the idling bike, he
took his helmet off. Joy was
written all over his face. It was
a Wunderlich motorbike that

Clearly, the Wunderlich
Suspension specialists had
made a good job of it. Frank
Hoffmann set them a task that
had been on his mind for a
while: »We believe the stock
suspension in particular on
the BMW S 1000 XR still has
room for improvement. So
far we haven’t had anything
in our line-up for the popular
motorbike. It’s something we

Fine-tuning the Wunderlich BMW S 1000 XR.

Wunderlich Suspension is using
for suspension testing, as the
stickers indicated. The rider
was Wunderlich managing
director Frank Hoffmann.
With his background as a
former motorbike racer, test
rider and former Head of
Technology, he is well known
for his consistently exacting
requirements and aspirations
for the motorbike suspension,
and a refusal to accept anything
but the best.
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intend to change!« Over the
past few weeks the suspension
technicians had fitted a
suspension and a set-up to the
Wunderlich BMW S1000XR with
a view to consistently finetuning it bit by bit. This kind
of suspension tuning follows a
fixed test schedule that factors
in all the relevant parameters
and meticulously notes down
measured values and analyses
them first and foremost. But
this is just one side of the coin.

The other comes in the shape of
experience. The experience that
allows you to interpret measured
values correctly. This is only
possible during testing as this is
where theory and practice come
together.
Frank Hoffmann assumed
personal responsibility for this
set-up and put the suspension
through its paces, including on
the race track. But at Wunderlich
Suspension, the focus during
testing is not on lap performance.
It’s on perfectly developing the
suspension tuning for everyday
riding for the Wunderlich
customers. Frank Hoffmann:
»However, you can ‘experience’
the limits in the truest sense of
the word on the race track.« The
suspension from Wunderlich
Suspension is expected to
go on sale for the S 1000 XR
sometime in autumn. »That’s
the best suspension I’ve ever
ridden«, Hoffmann is delighted
to report, »the responsiveness is
incredible. With the mechanical
and electronic components we’ve
reached an all-new, extremely
high level – there’s good reason
to be excited!«
Custom suspensions
for all brands

Wunderlich
Suspension Center
The Wunderlich Suspension
Center is devoted to everything
relating to the suspension
and the components from the
Wunderlich Suspension line-up.
The portfolio includes:

• Suspension analysis
• Suspension service
• Suspension alignment
• Suspension modification
Like some advice on Wunderlich
Suspension? Our specialists will
be happy to help.
Riding Dynamics Training from
Wunderlich Suspension

Cornering dynamics
training
The professional minds behind
our Wunderlich Dynamics Training concept are our Suspension
Center technicians. The line-up
includes instructors and riding
safety trainers with years of
experience under their belt. Besides our Riding Dynamics Training, they regularly run special
training courses for motorbike
riders on the Nürburgring. Our
Cornering dynamics training
teaches you the ins and outs
of dynamics and suspension.

Wunderlich
Showroom
S 1000 XR

Wunderlich
Suspension
Center

Wunderlich managing director Frank Hoffmann outside company headquarters.

»Anyone can« ride in a straight
line but it’s on the bends and in
unexpected everyday situations
that you can tell whether the
rider and their technology have
the perfect set-up. Compensating
for deficient technology by being
brave is not a good idea though.
If you enjoy cornering and
don’t want to rely solely on
your bravery, the Cornering

dynamics training will teach
you the theory, but, above all,
give you the opportunity to put
the theoretical knowledge into
practice.
Our instructors look forward to
meeting you and will welcome
you to our training courses at
the ADAC Safety Centre RheinErft in Weilerswist, right on the
A61.  AG

Wunderlich
Riding Dynamics
Training

Theory and practice come together.
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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On the road with

Herbert Schwarz
A portrait of the Wunderlich Adventure brand ambassador
»Complete your BMW« is Wunderlich’s cry to
its customers. »Complete your Crew« is what
Herbert Schwarz might have thought when he
was presented at Wunderlich. The Wunderlich
Managing Director Frank Hoffmann and Felix
Wunderlich realise that a good workforce is
the essential core element in the success of
any company and that this workforce has also
consistently boosted Wunderlich’s fortunes. With
the appointment of Herbert Schwarz they are once
again convincingly leveraging this insight. »We are
an excellent team«, the experienced long-distance
rider says, just before setting off with the editor
from Wunderlich media partner RIDE for a test
ride on the BMW R 1250 Adventure and HarleyDavidson Pan America 1250 Special.
It’s all about testing parts developed in-house. This
forms part of Wunderlich’s DNA, just as it is part
of Touratech’s, the company that Herbert Schwarz

Wunderlich Adventure brand ambassador Herbert Schwarz.
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founded in 1990 before turning it into a leading
international provider of motorcycle touring
accessories over the ensuing decades. In this respect,
his career is similar to that of Erich Wunderlich.
Herbert started back in 1985 in a garage, preparing
Yamaha’s XT 500 for touring and became, as
everybody knows, an increasingly popular global
player with sustained healthy growth thanks to a
slightly different emphasis and focus on BMW.
Herbert and his wife Yuri on the pillion throw the
Harley briskly into the bends of the first foothills of
the Eifel mountains. The RIDE editor enjoys being
on the road with Herbert and following his choice
of line. Who else would you find that’s already
clocked up that many hundreds of thousands of
kilometres in the saddle of motorcycles around the
globe? And while we’re talking of saddles, part of
the aim today is to test Wunderlich’s comfort seats,
both on the BMW and on the Harley.

predestined to end up at Wunderlich. Particularly
as they had decided to extend the philosophy of
optimising and customising BMW models also to
other premium brands.
But not just like that, with no other concept, but
as part of setting up a second division by the name
of Wunderlich Adventure, which Herbert Schwarz
is establishing as brand ambassador alongside the
regular Wunderlich – Complete your BMW brand.
Here everything comes together which is almost
destined for each other and which should have
been combined long ago. That is what the RIDE
editor believes when he glides along the narrow
lanes of the Nonnenbach Valley. He also believes:
»It’s difficult to believe that my sensitive rear, as
is usually the case, shows no signs whatsoever of
discomfort«.
During the next stop on the ridge near Fuchshofen,
Herbert shows the editor the ideas Wunderlich
developed after detailed analysis for optimising the
Harley Pan America and what »his« new company
has already done. Really interesting because the
Wunderlich Adventure Parts seem, as they also do
on the BMW R 1250 GS, so well integrated that you
have to look very closely to see that they weren’t
fitted straight from the factory. And even if you
do notice, that's because the surface quality and
materials appear better than you find on the stock
A breath of fresh air with Wunderlich Adventure and Herbert Schwarz.

It’s quite eerie when we stop in Bad Münstereifel
in front of a gleaming Airstream caravan. The
trailer produced in Ohio, USA has been converted
into a food truck, providing a welcome port of call
for some light refreshments and a little chat. Few
people pursue their passion as fervently as my
conversation partner, because motorcycle touring
was the guiding theme throughout Herbert's
life. Unlike other touring aficionados, it was
important for him to help design or redesign the
characteristics of his motorised vehicle. There was
room for improvement galore, and so he set about
in his native Black Forest, just like his »kindred
spirit« Erich Wunderlich in the Ahr Valley, to
re-engineer motorcycle parts, protect exposed
areas, develop useful accessories or make life
ergonomically easier for riders on two wheels.
As you know, both businesses flourished, passion
coupled with entrepreneurial flair was the key
to success, and after Herbert had to leave his
own company for political reasons, went on to
manage the editorial department of a motorcycle
touring magazine and product development for a
clothing manufacturer, it feels almost as if he was

Wunderlich
Adventure
Passion.
Unlimited.

The Pan America and R 1250 GS cut an equally fine figure from behind.
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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version. Optionally parts are also offered that allow
the look and engineering of customer motorcycles
to be customised.
Herbert Schwarz admits that he admired
Wunderlich for a long time not just as an inspiring
competitor, but also as a trendsetter. »For me,
over the past few years Wunderlich has become
the most innovative and creative company in
the accessories segment for motorcycles«. He
is delighted, Herbert says convincingly, that he
can contribute his 30-plus years’ experience as
an entrepreneur, journalist and rider to ensure
Wunderlich continues to thrive. Because highquality equipment is his mission. Regardless of
whether touring takes him into the Eifel mountains
or right around the globe.
Our tour takes us from the heights of the central
Eifel mountains down into the Ahr Valley. Here we
need to complete a couple of small off-road sections.
No comparison with the rigours that the material is
exposed to while touring, where rider and machine

Herbert Schwarz talking to the RIDE editor.
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often spend hours on corrugated roads. We take
our next break by the banks of the Ahr and Herbert
explains a few of the Harley’s design features that
have not yet been resolved ideally for a touring
Enduro.
Here, the core expertise of the new Wunderlich
man becomes clear, the reason he has so many
followers worldwide: After »experiencing« the
motorcycles across thousands of kilometres on
his own and putting himself through a gruelling
ordeal under the harshest conditions, he helps
develop efficient, elegant and durable solutions
using his technical and riding expertise. For the
newly set up Wunderlich Adventure brand, this
is the best conceivable strategy as an add-on
to the hitherto extremely successfully pursued
philosophy.
When we roll back into the parking lot of the
company headquarters in Grafschaft-Ringen after
a day winding through the Eifel mountains, we’ve
still got time for a final chat:

Highlights
R 1250 GS
Adventure

Wunderlich Adventure Parts & Accessories – the perfect touring companion.

How does Herbert find the working environment at
Wunderlich? »It’s characterised by respect, interest,
tolerance and a willingness to communicate«,
the experienced globetrotter says, who thanks to
his »genuineness« has been the figurehead of the
motorcycle touring scene for many fans for decades
and is always willing to listen to what other
motorcycle riders have to say. That’s something
they also do at Wunderlich: clearly one of the
many reasons for the Grafschaft-based company’s
success.
Herbert, who despite his celebrity status in the
community, comes across as modest, purposeful,
and natural. He feels he’s in the right place here
both on a personal and professional level. Mission
accomplished? Absolutely not, since the fledgling
brand ambassador visibly enjoys his remit, is just
bubbling over with inspiring ideas and makes one
thing unmistakably clear: »Passion. Unlimited.
That is the Wunderlich Adventure slogan. It is
a promise to extend the passion for developing
high-quality parts & accessories to the adventure
bikes of other premium manufacturers beyond the
world of BMW and so to take adventure riding to a
new level for its riders as well. The Pan America is
just the start – that too is a promise«. The editor,
having spent a day in the saddle with no complaints
whatsoever, is amazed at just how effective
Wunderlich’s comfort seat is, and is convinced that
this mission will be a success.  MB

The Ahr Valley always encourages you to take a break.
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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Wunderlich
Boxer
Spirit
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100 years of boxer

IT ALL STARTED
WITH AN IDEA
In 1923, BMW integrated a boxer engine with a crankshaft
that lay in the direction of travel into a motorcycle frame
for the very first time. A drive shaft was then added a short
time later and the plant in Munich continues to design and
build successful motorcycles according to this exact concept
today. We wanted to take the opportunity to celebrate this
special anniversary and take a look back at one hundred
years of success.
The »
« stands for bike. People
already had to start making
this distinction in 1923 as until

BMW R 32 engine, type M 2 B 33
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then BMW was mostly known
for manufacturing aeroplane
engines. In 1919, they celebrated

a new world record when test pilot
Franz Zeno Diener managed to fly
a DFW biplane equipped with a
22.9-litre BMW six-cylinder engine
to a height of 9,670 metres, higher
than any man had ever flown
before. Unfortunately, shortly after
this amazing feat the victors of
the First World War decreed that
companies in Germany would
no longer be allowed to build
aeroplanes or aeroplane engines.
This turn of events meant that
manufacturers had to shift their
attention to something else. BMW
considered producing engines for
lorries and boats, but someone in
the team came up with the idea
of manufacturing motorcycle
engines.
Thus in 1920, the 494cc twincylinder boxer with the type
designation M 2 B 15 was born.
The engine had an output
of 6.5 hp and was used by a
range of different motorbike
manufacturers. However, as the
crankshaft was transverse to the
direction of travel the cylinders
ended up being positioned one
behind the other. In 1923, the
engine was completely overhauled
and rotated and it was used in
the very first BMW motorcycle.
At the automobile exhibition
in Berlin, BMW presented the
R 32 and the first BMW boxer,
with its characteristic cylinders
protruding from the left and
right, built into a modern double
tube frame, and combined with
a low-maintenance drive shaft.
Unfortunately, the timing for the
unveiling of this new vehicle,
at the height of a period of
uncontrollable inflation, couldn’t
have been worse. However once
this challenging period was over,
the R 32 turned out to be a top
seller – at least in the upper price
range, as anyone that wanted to
have a technically top-of-the-range
BMW in their garage had to reach
deep into their pockets. Luckily,
there were plenty of customers
for the premium product because

the Munich-based
company also quickly
released the R 32 onto
the international
markets! Something
else that particularly
encouraged sales
from the start was
the sporting success
of the motorcycle.
Early on, the R 32
won many popular
hill climb races
and made a name
for itself thanks
to its reliability
and performance.
After a few years, the
production figures had
already risen to several
thousand units per year.
BMW’s first foray into the
world of motorcycles was
definitely a big success, but the
team working on the products
back then didn’t rest on their
laurels. The R 37 – a sports
version of the R 32 that was
unveiled in 1924 – was the first
motorcycle with light metal
alloy cylinder heads that had
been repositioned so that they
were in the direction of travel
for better aerodynamics, just
like they are still today. The
powerful, compressor-supported,
16 hp boxer engine enabled the
motorcycle to reach a top speed
of over 100 km/h. Between 1924
and 1929, BMW led the 500-class
in the German Championships for
five years running and in 1929,
Ernst Henne claimed the first land
speed world record with a BMW
Kompressor.
BMW still continued to build
aeroplane engines in the
meantime and they took their
first steps into the world of
automobile manufacturing when
they took over the Eisenach car
manufacturing plant in 1928. In
just a few years, they had become
so successful as a motorbike
manufacturer that they couldn’t

imagine
stopping
this part of
their business –
even if it had originally
come about as an emergency
solution!
BMW was also able to survive
the Great Depression during the
1930’s thanks to the military and
the authorities. Not only did the
army order large quantities from
the Munich-based company, the
police and the postal service also
relied on the Bavarian-made boxer
engines. They also continued
to draw attention with their
sporting success. In 1939, they
left the entire English racing
elite gasping for breath when
Georg Maier became the first
foreigner to win the Isle of Man
Senior TT on a Kompressor with
a boxer engine. Ernst Henne
had set a new world land speed
record with the same engine just
two years earlier, reaching a top
speed of 279.5 km/h. With an

output of up to 100 hp, the BMW
engineers really got the most
out of the half-litre engine with
the overhead camshafts driven
by vertical shafts. The Second
World War began just three
months after Georg Maier’s TT
victory and BMW’s designers
had other priorities, such as the
development and production of
the R 75 for the German army.
After the war, BMW experienced
an unfortunate case of déjà-vu as
not only did the allied forces ban
the construction of aeroplanes in
Germany once again, but they also
banned German manufacturers
from producing motorcycles with
engines over 250cc. This lasted
until 1950 when BMW was finally
able to unveil the R 51/2, another
large boxer model based on the
pre-war R 51. It was an immediate
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Where it all began – BMW R 32 1923

BMW production 1923−24

We asked some seasoned
bikers three questions about
the BMW boxer:
1. Can you tell us about a special experience that you
have had with a BMW boxer?
2. Which is your favourite boxer and why?
3. Do you have a personal message for the boxer?

Erich Wunderlich
1. The Dolomite Rally, an annual
event that Helmut Dähne set
up a few years ago. One year I
missed the pre-event briefing
the night before the rally
which covered some specific
pitfalls on the route. During the
race, I got caught up in all the
excitement and wanted to go
through a huge puddle for fun.
Unfortunately the »puddle«
was actually a waterhole that
was around 1 metre deep! Of
course, while we were having
dinner a picture of my mistake
appeared on a massive screen
for all to see. Everyone had
a good laugh at my expense
because this »puddle« and the
risks that it posed had been
pointed out during the briefing.
2. The R nineT Scrambler with
its 21-inch front wheel: our
»Green Hell«. It’s agile and
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rides smoothly over every
bump. Perfect for riding in the
Eifel or the Pyrenees.
3. Stay authentic, a bit roughand-ready and don’t be afraid
to reinvent yourself, particularly in view of the changes
(electromobility) that you may
have to deal with in the near
future.

success, both in terms of sales and
in the racing world. This resulted
in production figures climbing
to above 30,000 units per year
by the mid-50’s. At this time, the
multi-swing arm suspension used
in racing made its way into series
production. BMW soon became a
byword for comfort and driving
stability and so the R 50 and R 69
models became best-sellers while
the sports versions, particularly
the R 69 S, continued to cement
BMW’s status as a legendary
motorcycle manufacturer.
In 1960, however, the German
motorcycle industry had come to
almost a complete standstill. While
the economic upturn had resulted
in a boom in car sales, there
was a major drop in motorcycle
sales. Many other European
manufacturers were unable to
survive these slower years but
BMW stuck with the production
of their motorcycles. In 1966, the
company stopped producing the
single-cylinder engines which
they had been manufacturing
since 1948, motorcycle production
was moved from Munich to Berlin
and BMW set about developing a
completely new model series
based around a new boxer engine:
the /5 series.
In autumn 1969, the new R 50/5,
R 60/5 and R 75/5 models were
unveiled for the very first time.
Even though Honda caused quite
a stir in the industry with their
four-cylinder CB 750.Four and
other Japanese manufacturers
conquered the market with a

The

boxer family tree

BMW R 32

BMW R 5

BMW R 51/2

BMW R 57 / R 63

R 69 S

BMW R 90 S

BMW R 1100 RS

BMW R 1250 GS

BMW R 18
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Frank Hoffmann
1. Thepreparationandpressconference for the Wunderlich
SpeedCruiser during the
Tuner GP at the Hockenheimring in 2012! There is
also a great story about this
in PS, the tester was beside
himself with excitement.
Incidentally, the R nineT,
which was presented later,
looked quite similar to the
SpeedCruiser.
2. The HP2 Sport boxer – it’s a
motorcycle that is timeless
and easy to drive. It performs well and brings back
a lot of fond memories. With
its milled cylinder heads,
automatic switch (which was
quite rare when this bike
was first released) and 2D
dashboard, this motorcycle
was really ahead of its time.
3. Congratulations on this
remarkable anniversary
BMW, stay true to yourself
and please bring out the
M 1400 boxer soon. 😉

flood of new models, BMW was
able to carve out a comfortable
niche for themselves. By this
point times had changed and
motorcycles had become a
popular recreational vehicle.
Customers began to value
superior performance over
everything else. The release of
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International Six Days Enduro 1937

1950: the 25,000th BMW

the BMW R 75/5 marked the
first time in BMW’s history that
the top-of-the-range model from
a series was also the most sold
model.

outstanding performance, the
boxer, which was able to reach
speeds above 200 km/h, was
in massive demand and finally
helped BMW to shake off its image
as a manufacturer of motorcycles
for old men for good.

This is how the company was
able to survive alongside
their Japanese competitors,
particularly when the R 90 S was
delivered to dealers in 1973 as

The motorcycle segment of BMW
became an independent company
with the founding of BMW

Jean-Pierre Goy
1. The best experience I had with a
boxer was on the set of the film
»Tomorrow Never Dies« where
I was a stunt-double for Pierce
Brosnan for all the motorcycle
stunts with a BMW 1200 C.
The motorcycle was not very
powerful and it was quite heavy,
but I have ridden BMW’s since
they brought out the 650 Fundero in 1993 and the pleasure of riding this
motorcycle in the shoes of James Bond is one of my best memories.	
2. For me the most effective Boxer is the 1200 GS or GSA Liquide, I like
their »sharp« side more than the 1250… From the liquid engine, I like
its sharp side which rises very high in the turns whether in off-road or
on the attack on the road, and its very reliable side.
3. For the evolution of the boxer I would wish for a more powerful engine
with more ground clearance and a more reliable clutch.

this was the first time that BMW
had got a designer involved in
the development of a motorcycle.
In addition to equipping the
flagship model with the first
cockpit fairing attached to the
handlebars, Hans A. Muth gave
the motorcycle a significantly
more modern look. Due to its

Motorrad GmbH in 1976. As the
market had been demanding more
displacement for a while, BMW
developed a boxer with a one-litre
displacement. Alongside the R
100/7 and the R 100 S, the R 100
RS was also the first motorcycle to
be equipped with a full fairing as
standard. However, a short time

Herbert Schwarz
1. I have used a motorcycle with
a boxer engine on almost every
single one of my trips and have
never been let down. I remember one trip I made to Everest
Base Camp with an R 1150 GS.
The engine carried me high into
the mountains up to above 5000
metres which was something
that no other motorcycle could
do back then without you having to fiddle around with the settings.	

Herbert Schek at the International Six Days Enduro in 1966

2. For now, the BMW HP2 Enduro is my absolutely favourite motorcycle with
a boxer engine. It’s light, minimalistic and great for off-roading.	
3. I really hope that boxer motorcycles become lighter and, even more importantly, quieter again.

later a boxer from the other end of
the displacement scale became the
most-sold BMW. The R 45, which
was released in 1978, had an
insurance-friendly 27 hp engine
and lured a lot of newcomers into
the seat of a BMW for the very first
time. But it would be another two
years until the most successful
BMW series of all time was born.

In the late 1970’s, an enduro boom
gripped the country and a new
series was born off the beaten
track. BMW had started thinking
about developing a suitable vehicle
for this specific audience. They
had already seen that the boxer
was able to exploit its strengths
and had had plenty of success in
off-road racing when Rolf Witthöft

Prototype of the /5 series with an R 69 S engine

Helmut Dähne
Schorsch Meyer with his BMW Kompressor from 1939

1. Without a doubt, one of my most
special experiences with the
BMW boxer was when I won the
»Production Machine Race«
at the TT 1976 with Hans Otto
Butenuth. This was a 10-lap race
that required two riders. Hans Otto
and I were only the second people
after Schorsch Meier in 1939 to
cinch a class victory in this race
with a BMW boxer. To date, nobody
else has managed.

© Helmut Dähne

Legendary: Helmut Dähne’s victory at the IOM TT ´76

2. The R 69 S: the engine runs like a turbine. It’s practically vibration-free and
was one of the fastest motorcycles on the market when it first came out.
3. I want to congratulate BMW on 100 years of incredibly successful
motorcycle engineering. I hope that the fantastic boxer gets to enjoy
another 100 fantastic years. It’s just a shame that I won’t be there to
see it. I'm proud to have trained at BMW and to have been there for the
development of the R 75/5 right from the very beginning. The boxer really
laid the foundations for the rise of BMW Motorrad.

won the European Championships
with one in 1980. When it was
first unveiled, the R 80 G/S was
sneered at by the off-road scene
and the trade press was also
quite sceptical: it was too heavy,
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Miquel Silvestre
1. I love the BMW boxer engine.
It’s simple, old and mechanics
all around the world are
familiar with it. My best
experiences with this engine
have actually been when
my motorcycle has broken
down. Whenever I have seen
a mechanic in Africa that has
been able to repair the engine
with very basic tools and knew exactly what and where the problem
was, I have thanked God that the Germans invented the boxer
engine.
2. My favourite BMW motorcycle with a boxer engine is the 1200 GS from
2009 to 2013. It uses the same engine as the nineT’s. I did a tour
of the world with a 1200 GS to celebrate its 30th anniversary and
can confirm that the engine is powerful but simple. Not too many
electronics, easy to maintain, air-cooled... for me, it’s the best
out there and is why I have held onto this motorcycle and haven’t
wanted to buy a liquid-cooled GS.
3. Congratulations on this remarkable anniversary boxer engine, keep
people travelling around the world with few mechanical problems.

there were too many cylinders,
too much displacement and what
about this cylinder sticking out
here – what were you supposed
to with a monster like this out in
the wilderness? Well, how about
winning the Paris-Dakar Rally?
Between 1981 and 1985, Belgian
Gaston Rahier and Frenchman
Hubert Auriol won the toughest
desert race in the world four times
with a BMW and played a key role
in establishing the »GS legend«
which has endured to this day,
even 40 years later.
The world’s biggest touring
enduro helped to put BMW back
on the road to success, but the
boxer engine faced some serious
internal competition during
this time. In 1983, both experts
and fans were surprised by the
new K-models which featured a
longitudinally-mounted, watercooled, four-cylinder inline engine
that was meant to lead BMW
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into the future. People were led
to believe that BMW didn’t want
to develop any new models with
boxer engines. It seemed that the
performance limits of the boxer

had been reached, but no-one had
taken the loyalty of the boxer’s
fans into account. They continued
to push for a new model with a
boxer engine, so at IFMA 1986
BMW presented a new R 100 RS.
They announced that it would only
be available as a limited-edition
model and that only 1000 bikes
would be made. However, demand
far outstripped supply and so
BMW decided to make the RS
a fixed part of their production
programme. And since the other
boxer models – the R, RT and
GS – continued to sell well, BMW’s
designers started to think about
how the boxer could be developed
further.
They finally presented the
brand-new R 1100 RS in 1993. It
featured the first BMW boxer with
four-valve technology and two
camshafts in the head. With air/
oil cooling and modern ignition
and injection technology, this
engine offered significantly
improved performance with
lower fuel consumption. A year
later, the four-valve boxer made
its way into the frame of the GS.
In 1997, the Cruiser R 1200 C’s
displacement was increased to
1200cc and the two-valve engine

Dirk Thelen
1. At the Enduro d’Agadir in 2013, it
was raining and the road was extremely smooth and slippery. As I
was leaving a village the R 1200 GS
LC that I was riding skidded right
towards a long wall. Thanks to the
boxer and its protection bar, I was
able to drive adjacent to the wall in
a controlled way without falling off.
You can only really do this kind of
thing with a boxer.
2. The blue R nineT G/S from Wunderlich. I just like the motorcycle and think
that it rides really well.
3. I hope that it keeps going with the same character in the future.

was soon completely forgotten
about. Almost 700,000 units of the
classic boxer have been built since
the R 32, and the four-cylinder
technology helped usher in a new
era for the boxer engine.
The successful engine has
continued to develop even further
since then. Ten years ago, the air/
liquid cooling of the now 125 hp
engine in the R 1200 GS was
replaced by a glycol-water mixture
and the six-speed gearbox, which
until now had been separate,
was integrated into the engine
housing. In 2018, the engine
displacement was increased to
1250cc and the output rose to
136 hp. The further perfected
engine with two overhead, spurgear driven camshafts and a
variable inlet camshaft control,

Stefan Nebel
1. I fully dismantled and
restored a BMW R 100 RS,
right down to the last screw.
I absolutely loved doing
this because I found the
simple mechanics of this
rustic, characterful boxer
fascinating.
2. The R nineT of course! For
me it perfectly embodies
the original form of the
motorcycle, even in the 21st
century.
3. I hope that the boxer will keep going long after its 100th birthday – its
tried-and-tested concept of a longitudinally-mounted engine with
a shaft drive has been with us since 1923 after all! Even though I
am open to other technical concepts, it’s hard to imagine the BMW
without the boxer.

Wunderlich R 1250 GS »Edition 35 #2«

Wunderlich R 1250 GS »Edition 35 #1«

Wunderlich R nineT »Green Hell«
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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Julia Meyer
1. I have experienced many
great and memorable
moments with BMW
boxers since 1994, and
a lot of them have been
with the Hamburg Police
Motorcycle Squad.
Thanks to its technical
characteristics, the BMW
R 50/60 has allowed
the Hamburg Police
Motorcycle Squad to
appear as a driving group
and show off their driving
skills and acrobatic
tricks at various events –
including Wunderlich’s
annual »Anfahrt« – since
1977.

Double victory with the Wunderlich MOTORSPORT R nineT racers at the 2019 Boxer Cup:
Champion Christof »Fifty« Höfer #73 and runner-up Nate »N8« Kern #12.

The lasting popularity of this
engine is what led BMW to revisit
it a couple of years ago and
develop an air/oil-cooled boxer
with an astounding 1.8-litre
displacement for the R 18 which
was presented in April 2020. The
successful R 18 also reflected the
long history of the boxer because
it was based on the design of the
BMW R 5 from 1936.

2. The BMW R 50/R 60 of
course!
3. Dear boxer, the Hamburg
Police Motorcycle Squad
would like to wish you a
very happy 100th birthday!
Stay robust and powerful
and thank you for all the
great moments that we
have spent together!

BMW ShiftCam, was the final
stage in the expansion of this
series of the classic BMW boxer
that drove deep into the hearts
of many seasoned bikers with
its unique character, superior
dynamic performance, and
reliability.
Wunderlich R18 RockBob
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Hamburg Police Motorcycle Squad

The BMW boxer has been at risk
of extinction for most of the past
40 years as many believed it to
be no longer capable of meeting
the requirements of a modern
motorcycle engine. Luckily for the
boxer, its many fans supported it
and so today there is no more talk
of retiring it. Instead, it’s safe to
assume that BMW will continue to
delight us over the coming years
by redeveloping and developing
the boxer further, as there are
still a few gaps to fill between the
R 1250 and the R 18.  UB

Thilo Günther #10
1. That’s a good question, I have
had a lot of memorable experiences. I used to sneer at the
outdated, »rubber cow« bikes
and thought that they were
only for old people. But then I
rode the Wunderlich Scrambler R 1200 LC for the first
time at the Fischereihafenrennen in 2014. I had to adapt my
riding style due to the boxer engine, but it didn’t take long for me to
get used to it. Result: 6th place. In 2015, we changed over to the new
R 1200 R and, after making a few modifications, managed to win the
Fischereihafenrennen in 2016. But the top highlight for me is, and
will always be, the Pikes Peak in 2017. Again, with the improved
R 1200 R we were able to snatch fifth place, ahead of various other
factory teams. I will never forget the Pikes Peak experience and all
the fun that we had with the Wunderlich team in the USA.
2. Unfortunately, I haven’t been able to ride every single model of boxer so
it’s difficult for me to choose. I really liked the old two-valve engine.
I actually started the Hamburg Stadtpark Revival Race with an old
two-valve engine that had been significantly modified by Wunderlich
and it didn’t resemble the image that I had in my head of an outdated »rubber cow« BMW at all. It was pure driving, without all the little
electrical helpers. Frame, wheels, engine, handlebars: and you’re off!
3. You really have to ride it to understand it. I turned my nose up at it at first
– but my own experiences with it won me over. Best wishes for the
boxer engine on your 100th birthday, we have had some unforgettable moments together over the years. Thank you!

Wunderlich R 1250 GS »Worldcrosser«

Wunderlich
Komponenten
R-Serien

Wunderlich
R 1250
Serie

Wunderlich
Boxer
Spirit

Reaching new heights and enjoying success on the mountain of mountains: Wunderlich Renn R – 2017 with Thilo Günther #10
INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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Frank Hoffmann at TunerGP at Hockenheimring.
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The SpeedCruiser

The driving machine
When Frank Hoffmann took his
motorcycle out of the Sprinter at
TunerGP at Hockenheimring, he
was immediately surrounded by
a crowd of curious people. They
did not hide their comments.
Quotes from PS editors were
passed on to us and they
sounded something like this:
»It's not pretty«, one of them
said, »and it's not completely
painted either«, the other
one said. The former Head of
Technology and current
Managing Director of
Wunderlich has never
been at a loss for a
quick-witted response
and replied teasingly:
»Drive it first. Then
ask.« He knew what he was
rolling out of the Sprinter
and surprised the trade press
representatives in the pit lane
who, instead

of a sleek RR, saw a Boxer
that looked brutally crude. It's
potency could be felt even while
stationary. Hoffmann and his
technicians had taken every
part and every component in
their hands and consecrated
it to the »God of Performance«
and even when it was stationary
it was clear that this thing
would drive like the devil. The
entire anecdote can be read in
a recent issue of »PS Das SportMotorradmagazin«.

Without a doubt, this
motorcycle had made an
impression. While stationary.
But even more so when driving.
The secret: The adjustable
Paralever strut and the
triple clamp came from the
Wunderlich sales shelf – more
fine components from Magura.
The aluminium tail end, the
tank cover, and the swing
arm conversion are from
Wunderlich. 131 hp at 195 kg is
quite a statement, especially in
conjunction
with

Photo credit page 48 – 51: PS/Jörg Künstle | PS/Jacek Bilski | PS/Markus Jahn
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torcycle. They were all built in
Sinzig on the Rhine. Its price at
the time was EUR 35,000.  AG

2012. Frank Hoffmann and his »favorite boxer«.
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The SpeedCruiser has made an
impression. It was so strong for
Frank Hoffmann that he still
calls the HP2 Sport Boxer his
favourite Boxer 11 years later:
»The HP2 Sport Boxer is an easy
ride and timeless motorcycle
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board, it was way ahead of its
time«. Wunderlich added a
handful to this fascinating mo-

Engine power

the grandiose, well tempered
and, in the best sense of the
word, entertaining chassis that
Frank Hoffmann's technicians
had placed on the lightweight
PVM forged wheels. This is one
of the reasons why this driving
machine was christened the
SpeedCruiser.

8

9 10 11

The SpeedCruiser – performance galore.

Wunderlich
SpeedCruiser
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Close by and two years ahead

Wunderlich
SpeedCruiser vs. R nineT
SINZIG 2011

© Wunderlich GmbH

T

he idea of a highperformance BMW
Cruiser appeared again
and again in the form of designs
and concepts that met with
great approval among the white
and blue Boxer fan community.
The disappointment was all
the greater when no action

followed from Bavaria. If you
compare the SpeedCruiser with
the BMW R nineT presented
for its 90th birthday, it takes
little imagination to realise
that the SpeedCruiser virtually
anticipated the development.
Many of our ideas and thoughts
fit one-to-one on the R nineT:

Back in 2011, together with our French
designer Nicolas Petit, we at Wunderlich
created a driving machine based on an
HP2 Sport called the SpeedCruiser. We
hand-built this fascinating motorcycle in a
small number of road-legal versions. The
Daytona orange racing machine presented
by Frank Hoffmann at the 2012 TunerGP
at Hockenheimring was based on this
SpeedCruiser prototype. It also adopted the
name.

As with our SpeedCruiser,
the large round headlight
is reminiscent of historical
models. The shape of the 18-litre
aluminium tank, which has
three characteristic beads on its
sides and is brushed by hand,
also showed clear hints of our
concept motorcycle.

MUNICH 2013
In the ninetieth anniversary year of the
BMW Motorrad division, the Bavarians
finally unveiled the long-awaited, classic
R nineT roadster in October 2013.

© BMW AG
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FULL OF PASSION. FOR YOUR RIDING PLEASURE.
Behind the design, functionality and quality of our high-quality, innovative components
for BMW motorcycles are the ideas of passionate people who love and live motorcycles
and motorcycling! Like yourself.

More
information!

OUTBACK
TESTING
54
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Wunderlich
Components: A Test in
the Outback of Australia
(New South Wales)
Deeply corrugated tracks.
Unbearable heat. Dryness.
Flash floods. Native animals
just waiting to get in your way.
The danger of dying of thirst
if you have a breakdown or an
accident. Petrol stations which

are ten to a hundred times more
widely separated than in Europe.
Breakdown service? Not really.
The challenges of motorcycling
Down Under are radically
different from those in Europe.
In 2019 at EICMA, J. Peter
Thoeming visited us. A wellknown Australian motor
journalist, an old hand
whom everyone at home calls
»The Bear«. He writes for

www.advrider.com and
Australian Motorcyclist
Magazine, among others. We had
supplied him with parts for his
Airhead boxer in the past and
he visited our booth to thank us
kindly. We got into conversation
with him and he told us that he
intended to subject a BMW F 750
GS to an endurance test. And he
would like to prepare the bike
for the Outback with Wunderlich
components. He pointed out that
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the test would be tough. Very
tough. We agreed that he should
send us his list, and we would
send him the components to
Australia.

The Bear mounted our
equipment on its F 750 GS and
headed out. In June, we received
his report, and we don’t want
to keep it from you. It is a short

outline that can give you a
foretaste, a small foretaste, of the
challenges of the Outback.
But read it for yourself.

With the BMW F 750 GS
in the Australian Outback

T

Text & Photos J Peter »The Bear« Thoeming
he kangaroo
looked up and
cocked its
head, possibly
considering
suicide under
the front wheel of my F 750 GS.
As I drew level with it, the
brilliant colours of the setting
sun behind it turned it into an
ominous silhouette.
Wait. What?
Why was the sun setting
behind the big ‘roo, off to my
right? The sun sets in the

west. That meant I was headed,
roughly, south. Which made
me, equally roughly, some
180 degrees off course. I had
realized some time ago that
I was lost in the featureless
flat and darkling plain of the
upper Kinchega National
Park, but I had not previously
figured out that I was going
so thoroughly the wrong way.
Put it down to my natural
and entirely reasonable fear
of suicidal kangaroos, which
absorbed most of my attention
in the low light. They seem to
have some kind of ceremonial

obsession with ending their – I
would have thought – entirely
satisfactory existence then.
It’s easy to lose track of other
concerns when the ‘large
marsupial’ synapses keep
firing in your brain.
I braked and turned around
on the sand track, noting that
my original macropod buddy
had been joined by two others.
Indeed, as my vision adapted
there seemed to be, oh, dozens
of them. I took off slowly,
hoping I was leaving them to
their cogitations and continued
slowly, trying to stay ready
to react to any other ‘roos
tempted to tackle the bike in
the darkness.
The trouble with this was that
I couldn’t adjust the speed of
the bike to the corrugations
of the sandy track. It had been
some time since I had been
able to see the corrugations,
anyway – the tracks out there
are blade cuts, with the dozer
establishing the surface a foot
or so below the level of the
land. As a result, this surface
is wrapped in shadow well
before the rest of the scenery.
But seeing the track and its
irregularities is pointless

The author, feeling a little tired.
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© Google Maps

anyway; all you need to do is
to accelerate when one of the
bike’s wheels steps out.
Sure. But you can’t accelerate
too much, or you can’t
slow down in time to avoid
any kangaroos in your
path. It seemed like a very
long time until a directing
arrow appeared and offered
reassurance that I was, indeed,
now headed for the small
township of Menindee and one
of my favourite pubs, Maiden’s
Hotel. When I pulled up
outside, my shoulder muscles
were so tense that you could
have struck a note off them
with a tuning fork.

One thing I would recommend
to every manufacturer of any
motorised vehicle is a stint of

The map shows the complete
travel route of J. P. Thoeming,
called »The Bear«. The short
episode of the encounter with
the kangaroos shows what is
possible in the outback with a
BMW F 750 GS equipped with
Wunderlich components. Here
you can find our program for
your BMW F 750 GS:

road testing in Australia. Our
road conditions and climatic
varieties lend themselves
remarkably well to breaking
things, having radiators
boil dry and air intakes
clogging up with varieties of
grasshopper. On top of that,
Australian riders have a habit
of thrashing their bikes over
Iron Butt distances – on sand
or gravel. Just follow them
to see if your bike will break.
Most do.
BMW Motorrad learned to its
detriment that Australia is the
place to test. When the first
K100s came out, it was not
unusual to see a rider sitting
by the side of the road on his
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nice new bike while he waited
for the fuel to cool down in
the tank. Engine heat would
boil it and stop progress –
much to the annoyance of the
owner’s friends, who would
usually abandon him after this
happened a few times.
I raised the subject in Munich
over lunch in the cloverleaf
building, only to be told, »But
we tested the bikes in South
America!« Yeah, right. Not
good enough.
Wunderlich, on the other
hand, were very interested in
having their equipment tested
under Australian conditions
when I mentioned the idea to
No, no petrol here…

Kinchega road at sunset.
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them. The 4000km ride to the
Flinders Ranges and back that
I used as the initial proving
trip showed me one thing: I
probably bought the wrong
bike. For one reason only. The
combination of the relatively
small fuel tank at 15 litres and
the pessimistic distance-toempty indicator meant that I
was worried about running
out of fuel far too often. Had I
bought the F 800 GS Adventure
with its 24 litre tank I would
have been a far happier bear. I
should have remembered that
Outback ‘fuel stops’ sometimes
have no fuel.
On to the accessories. The
AKTIVKOMFORT seat was
A good season for emus.

Extreme screen is high and
wide enough to offer protection
on the highway. This helps with
temperature control – I didn’t
have to change gloves or jacket
between eight and 18 degrees.
Unfortunately, the 750 is quite
a noisy bike and the screen did
not help there. The Vario wind
deflector on top of the screen
allowed me to control wind
pressure on my helmet, which
was welcome.

Inside the Silverton pub.

probably the best piece of
equipment I fitted. I know that
my 800km daily rides without
a major break are not really
very long for Australia, but
many motorcycle seats will
turn into torture instruments

over that distance. The original
BMW seat was not bad, but the
Wunderlich seat was better.
I could draw the same
comparison between the
windscreens. Wunderlich’s

Tank bags are outstanding
accessories in my opinion,
and the Sport Edition bag I
fitted was not only useful, but
easy to remove for filling up
with its pop-up fittings. I am
pretty sure that the Radiator
Guard, the EXTREME engine
and manifold protector and
the Headlight protector proved
their usefulness on the rugged
Outback tracks. Some of the
tracks were very rough and a
few times on the gravel I was
showered with rocks by other
traffic; the bike sustained no
damage. The ‘Clever Lever’
gear shift lever was easy to set
to the ideal length for my boot.
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The Cradock pub.

One thing did rattle loose, and
that was the rear hugger which
lost a couple of its screws.
I did not ride in the dark
except for a short stretch, but
then the Aton LED Accessory
Lights with their Protector
Grilles were welcome (maybe
they scared away the ‘roos?) I
tested the Protection Bars only

A boiler at Kinchega.

once when I dropped the bike
at a fuel stop and there was no
damage. That was partly due to
the axle crash protectors, too.
On soft ground, the side stand
enlarger came in handy.
A special word for the pannier
racks and panniers. I find it
highly reassuring when I can
rely on these to protect the bike

from damage in a drop. While
I didn’t have to test them, I am
sure from their engineering
and appearance that they
would have done their job. Also
protective, and wonderful in
the cold, were the Barkbusters
hand protectors, manufactured
in Australia but available from
Wunderlich.
After two more 800 km days
I arrived at home, tired but
happy, and certain that the
bike would take me on many
more Outback journeys. It
already has…  JPT

The Mad max 2 Museum in Silverton.
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Corrugations vary depending on the surface.

The shearer’s quarters can be rented.

Always make sure you have fuel.
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Wunderlich
Store and
Showroom
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YouTube
Video
Seats

AKTIVKOMFORT
seats with ThermoPro

Top choice for the ice cream parlour. Or the Iron Butt Challenge.
One of our company’s
outstanding core competencies
is the development of highquality motorcycle seats.
Thanks to our long-standing
experience, they have unique
characteristics that are only
available from Wunderlich and
which make these seats stand
out.
The varied product line-up is
enormous. You can assume that
there are three types of seats for
popular models: the standard
height, a lower and a higher
version. Added to which are
the design and colour variants,
heated seats and the passenger
versions.
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Why do they go to such
lengths? »Because this is
the only way of meeting the
individual ergonomic needs
and requirements of riders
and passengers«, explains
Wunderlich Managing Director
Felix Wunderlich. For the
past seven years, he has been
responsible, among other
things, for product development
and really understands
what he’s talking about.
»At Wunderlich we use the
ergonomics triangle to define
the key touch points between
the rider and motorcycle. This
triangle is formed by the seat,
the handlebar grips and the
footrests. The key determinant

Wunderlich Managing Director Felix Wunderlich

factor is the seat, which, on the
one hand, must be comfortable,
yet, at the same time, must form
a close, agile connection with
the motorcycle«, he adds.

Wunderlich manufactures the
seats with a characteristic,
ergonomic 3-D contour that
fuses the rider with their
motorcycle. The shape and
inclination of the special
Wunderlich seat core promote
the ergonomically beneficial
natural posture of the pelvis
and reduce the pressure on the
sensitive coccyx. They integrate
the rider with the motorcycle.
Felix Wunderlich: »This way,
riding the motorcycle is simply
relaxed, fatigue-free and, at
the same time, active. And
the whole thing has another
aspect that shouldn’t be
underestimated. Anyone that
is sitting cramped will riding
loses focus on the road. For
that reason there is no doubt
that a relaxed seating position

will be very different from those
on a touring Enduro like a GS
or Pan America. But what is
always true is that the criteria
we apply to our rider seats are
also used on our passenger
seats. This applies to the special
contour requirements, but
also to the properties of the
upholstery materials and their
finish, which, for instance,
largely determine the grip
and feedback of the seat. A few
years ago we set new standards
with ThermoPro. Compared
with conventional upholstery
material, the temperature of
the seats fitted with ThermoPro
upholstery is up to 25°C lower
in bright summer sunshine.
We use special material to
achieve this, which reflects
the sun’s infrared rays and

our AKTIVKOMFORT seats.
As for the workmanship, we
weld all seams and also glue
the upholstery to the seat core
to match the contours. This
finish ensures our seats are
waterproof to provide a precise,
form-fit, tight connection to
the motorcycle«, adds Felix
Wunderlich. »Two points
are particularly important
to us: industrial processes
cannot manufacture all these
criteria. That’s why we work
together with an upholsterer
in Bavaria that manufactures
each and every one of our
AKTIVKOMFORT seats as part
of a handcrafted upholstery
process. Another point is what
we at Wunderlich understand
by integrated design, namely
characteristic design that is,
however, geared formally and
also in terms of colour to the
design idiom of the particular
motorbike«.  AG

The key features of the
AKTIVKOMFORT seats:
• Comfort – irrespective of the
distance ridden
• Agile, relaxed seating
position enhances ride safety
• Special, ergonomic 3-D
contour – beneficial for pelvis
and coccyx
• Model- and applicationspecific contour with
optimum form-fit
• Perfect grip, optimum
contact with the motorcycle,
genuine feedback and direct
ride feel
• ThermoPro – a new level of
cool comfort
ThermoPro sets new standards compared with conventional upholstery material.

• Waterproof
• Small series.

enhances passive safety. We
tailor these main product
characteristics to the particular
purpose, as the requirements
for a seat for a BMW S 1000 RR

effectively reduces heat
input. Besides the instantly
notable gain in comfort, the
technology also improves the
durability and endurance of

• Handcrafted
• Wunderlich design.
Functional and integrated
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A new
level

1

of cool comfort

2

The development and manufacturing
process of a BMW R 1250 GS ThermoPro
AKTIVKOMFORT seat
Development
and design
A new AKTIVKOMFORT seat is
developed according to our design
guidelines. The 3-D contour is designed specifically for each model.
In the case of the GS the seat
comprises three basic elements:
the shell that provides the fixed
connection to the motorcycle, the
seat core or foam insert, which
forms the contour and the particular seat height (standard, high,
low), and the upholstery section
consisting of several segments.

3

4

The shell is injection moulded;
it provides the precisely shaped,
lightweight yet strong base for the
AKTIVKOMFORT seat. A rough
seat core is first built up onto the
shell. From this, our developers
carve out the ideal contour shape
by hand using trial and error with

5
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pneumatic grinding and milling
machines. This work is similar to
what a sculptor does. 1
This shape is already used for the
initial test rides and for determining the seat design. Our designer
uses this design to produce the
upholstery inlay for the seat
which matches the motorcycle
perfectly yet is nonetheless instantly recognisable as a Wunderlich AKTIVKOMFORT seat.

Small series.
Handcrafted.

Handcrafted
manufacture in the
upholstery shop
Both, the basic shape of the
seat core and the upholstery
design, then go to our

7

w

e

elements into the cores which
protect the elements against
mechanical load and water. 3
The embedded heating element
also provides optimum, even
warming of the seat, which
is perceived as very pleasant.
Nonetheless, we require a
separate tool for each seat
height. 4 The shell and the seat
core must be joined together
perfectly later on as they form
the link between rider and
motorcycle. For that reason, the
core is inserted into the shell to
create a form-fit. The two seat
elements are also glued. 5

q

9

8

upholsterer. Here, the basic
shape is used to produce an
initial prototype with the seat
foam, which is also used later
for the seats. Once approved
by our developers, this
prototype is used as a pattern
for the tool in which the seat
cores, also known as foam
inserts, are manufactured. 2
Optionally, we embed heating

In the next step, the upholstery
is virtually tailored to the
seat core. The model-specific
inlays and concepts from our
designers are used as the
basis. Due to the complex
three-dimensional shape it
takes a great deal of experience
to create the individual
segments and the necessary
material allowances, especially
where piping is added to the
individual felled seams. 6 Once
the final patterns are available,
these are digitalised and cut out
from the upholstery material on
a CNC machine with minimal
waste. 7
Once the seat flanks have
been embroidered with the
Wunderlich brand logo, each
upholstery cover is carefully
sewn together individually by
hand. 8 Once the seams have
been carefully trimmed, they
are prepared for welding 9

r

t

and finally welded to create a
waterproof seal. q What sounds
like some sort of belt-andbraces solution, namely that the
cover is not only sewn but also
welded, producing a form-fit
and adhesive joint, has its
reasons. This time-consuming
process is tried-and-tested,
and ensures that the seams are
not only waterproof, but also
extremely strong and durable.
In the final step, the upholstery
cover is pulled over the
seat core and the shell. The
upholsterers refer to this
process as a ‘marriage’. Here,
a thin bead of adhesive is
applied to the seat core. w Once
correctly positioned, e the
upholstery cover is tightened
over the seat core and shell to
leave no creases. Finally, the
cover is fixed to the shell using
special staples. r
Following a careful quality
check, t the ThermoPro
AKTIVKOMFORT seat gets
the okay from our Bavarian
upholsterer and is sent to us in
Grafschaft-Ringen.
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Now also available for
the Harley-Davidson
Pan America.
Besides the clever contour
characteristics of our ThermoPro
AKTIVKOMFORT seats, you
can also see that there is more
expertise and experience hidden
away under the upholstery cover
than you would suspect. These
product characteristics, which
have proven their worth over
many years in the BMW community worldwide, also apply to our
ThermoPro AKTIVKOMFORT
seats for riders and passengers.
We also offer these seats for the
Harley-Davidson Pan America
with Wunderlich Adventure.  AG

Our ThermoPro AKTIVKOMFORT rider and passenger seats by Wunderlich Adventure …

Risk-free trial
We’d like to invite you to see the outstanding quality
of our seats for yourself. Test our AKTIVKOMFORT
seats in our Test Centre at the company headquarters
in Grafschaft-Ringen or at your Wunderlich Premium
Partner with no obligation. After the test ride you
can decide for yourself whether you’d like to keep the
seat. We’re sure you will! If you buy your seat online,
you also have a 60-day right of return. You can also
test our MARATHON windscreens in the same way.

On top: 5-year warranty
Having chosen one of our Wunderlich products, you
can then also look forward to our 5-year warranty.

Wunderlich
AKTIV
KOMFORT

… are available for the Harley-Davidson Pan America.
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Wunderlich app,
online shop & more
The »Wunderlich-App«
– available worldwide!
With the »WUNDERLICH-APP«,
you will always have everything
you need with for an unforgettable
shopping experience while on the
go – conveniently in your pocket.
Our free app offers you shopping, videos, important dates,
news, photos, events, news
reports, and of course, our
WUNDERLICH-APP-Days with
special promotions!

Our features:
• The chat function
• Vehicle filter
• The search function
• The »Recently viewed products«
Function

On our easy-to-manage
Wunderlich website, we present
information and news about
our components for BMW
motorcycles, stories, and our
activities. Our staff will be happy
to assist you in our chat if you
have any questions.

Social Media
We would like to keep you
updated about our latest
products, riding reports, events,
and stories on all social media
channels. Follow us on:

• Facebook – @wunderlich.international

The Wunderlich
online shop
• The chat function

• Instagram – wunderlich_gmbh
• YouTube – WunderlichGmbH
• LinkedIn – Wunderlich GmbH

• Vehicle filter
• Wunderlich dealer search
• Advanced search function
• Our Wunderlich Suspension
Configurator
• Our Interactive Showroom
• Optimal, adapted playback on
all end devices (PC, notebook,
tablet, smartphone)

• Wunderlich Dealer Locator
• Our Wunderlich Suspension
Configurator
• Our Interactive Showroom
• Also available as tablet version

TeamWunderlich
Wunderlich
APP
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Biker Jo
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Passion. Unlimited. The Wunderlich Adventure slogan couldn't be more apt for a
remarkable person who devotes all his energy to his motorbikes, their equipment and his
extraordinary journeys that take him across the world’s four continents. And just as we at
Wunderlich devote our time to BMW motorbikes and the Harley-Davidson Pan America, this
person rides both brands: a BMW R 1250 GS HPA and a Harley-Davidson Pan America Special
at present. We’re talking about Heinz-Joachim Wirths, known affectionately as Biker Jo by his
faithful social media followers.
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Biker Jo wouldn’t have existed
without coronavirus. However
implausible it may sound, it’s
actually true. Coronavirus has
changed a great many things.
Including Biker Jo's life. Jo
is a passionate pilot. And his
expertise is equally in demand
at the European Union Aviation
Safety Agency (EASA) as it is
as an acknowledged aviation
expert, instructor and examiner
for pilots, government agencies
and airlines around the world.

A motorbike has been with him
since 1977. His grandfather
taught him how to ride on an
Ardi, stoking a passion for
motorcycling from an early age.
Many more followed, with his
Suzuki DR 400 bringing back
fond memories, having ridden
motocross in Africa during his
time at the UN. Over the past few
years he made the transition to
BMWs.

Captain Jo

Yet coronavirus and the demise
of commercial flying virtually
overnight meant Jo suddenly
had time on his hands. Courage
and a thirst for adventure were a
constant in his life, allowing the
pilot from Westerwald to notch
up over 17,000 flying hours,
including as an airline transport
pilot. True to his character, his
CV included missions as an
expedition and ski pilot for the
DLR in the Arctic and Antarctic,
as a seaplane pilot in Alaska, as a
bush pilot for the UN in Africa and
as a military pilot in the 1990s.
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So the obvious next step for
him was to use the time he
now had and set off on his
motorbike on trips he’d always
put off due to his professional
obligations.
And off he went on his BMW R
1250 GS HPA. The consummate
adventure bike that BMW used
to define the on- and offroad
space. Its predecessors included
an 850 and 1150 GS. Jo also
started riding a Harley in 2000.
Classics such as the V-Rod, Wide
Glide or the Low Rider S.

Then in 2020, two years after
the initial announcement,
Harley-Davidson unveiled
the Pan America 1250. Jo's
interest was instantly piqued.
The performance data sounded
promising. The price too.
That’s where Manfred
Hämmerle, that everyone
simply calls Manne, comes
in. Like Jo, he’s a »dirt lover«.
These two words refer to
genuine off-roaders and are
not meant to be disrespectful
at all, but rather a term of
affection. Manne has his Harley
dealership in Wangen in the
Allgäu and, as a sideline, his
very readable Pan America
blog (pan-america.eu/blog-panamerica) now brings together a
sizeable portion of the Germanspeaking Pan Community.
Jo is one of those people you
inevitably notice when they
enter a room. That’s down to
his amenable, down-to-earth
character and his friendly
appearance. Exactly what
happened the first time he
visited Manfred Hämmerle.
Manfred managed to fulfil Jo’s
order for a Pan fast, supplying
him with one of the first-ever
Pans in Germany. As kindred
spirits, the two came up with
an idea which they later turned
into reality with their can-do
attitude.
Both wanted to find out what the
Pan could do. And maybe where
its limits were. And where was
the best place for the Adventure
Harley to prove its mettle: a Pan
Am has to do the Panamericana.
The name says it all. It links
Alaska with Tierra del Fuego or,
in Jo’s case, Tierra del Fuego
with Alaska. His aim was to
complete the Panamericana with
the Pan in stages. That was in
November 2020. And the project
got a name: 1–100,000 km

Nogram / Millennium Expedition 1999/2000 DLR Arctic / Antarctic

The project
1−100.000 km
Challenges 1 and 2
If you want to ride the Pan on
gravel, high passes, and dirt
tracks as an adventure bike,
you need to get it ready with
the necessary equipment. Both
of them knew that. Jo was also
planning to test the potential
and the reliability of his Pan and
the equipment first in Europe
and North Africa before making
the leap across the Atlantic. But
in 2021, there were no accessories for his Harley-Davidson
Pan America, so the two of them
improvised and adapted – and
the result was anything but
makeshift: the Harley-Davidson
Pan America that Jo and Manne
nosed out, was conceived by
the two old hands and designed
professionally.
That was the state of the art that
accompanied Jo on the test ride.
Test drive sounds so cute.

Challenge 1 – Europe
Jo had prepared a tough
programme for himself and
took everything in his stride –

never losing sight of his goal:
the Panamericana. Having
taken delivery of his Pan on 26
January 2021, his first route in
early July 2021 took him into
the Ligurian Alps. He rode all
the mountain gravel passes
and the unpaved military trails
in Liguria, putting the Pan
through its paces and clocking
up over 3,500 kilometres. And
the Pan was up to the challenge.
The route continued, taking
in all the passes on the Grand
Alpes route with the Col de la
Bonette at 2,802 m, the highest
paved pass in the Alps, and the
unpaved Col de Sommeiller,
the highest pass in the Alps at
3,009 m. Corsica was also part
of the testing ground for Jo
and »Elvis«. »Elvis«? Why Elvis?
»Well, because the Pan comes
from the United States and the
engine sings so nicely!« Jo grins.
By that time it was September
2021, and it was time for the
next challenge, Challenge 2 in
North Africa.

Ushuaia, February 2022

south into the Sahara. From
there through the impressive
Todra Gorge and on towards
the high Atlas mountains. Unpaved roads and scree awaited
Jo, who crossed all the high
Atlas passes, including the Col
du Ouano at 2,910 m. On gravel
this proved a challenge for man
and machine.

Challenge 2 – North Africa
Heading out from Tangier, the
famous port city in the north
of Morocco on the Straits of
Gibraltar, the route took him
Futaleufu Chile / Ruta 7, January 2022
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Finally, he followed numerous
old Rallye Dakar tracks near
Merzouga and went around
the Erg Chebbi dunes, that Jo
definitely didn’t want to miss.
With over 30,000 kilometres
on the clock, including
some 4,500 on gravel tracks
and tricky passes, Jo had
gained so much experience
in four months with the
Pan that he was now ready
for the challenges that the
Panamericana held in store. Jo
was definitely the first person
to cross these passes on a
Pan and probably remains the
person that has ridden more
gravel passes and tracks in
Europe and North America
on the Pan America than
anyone else. He impressively
demonstrated the suitability
of the Pan as an adventure
bike. This now brought his
first destination within grasp:
Chile (Patagonia). Challenge
completed.

Before it was time to cross
the pond, »Elvis« was once
again thoroughly inspected
and maintained in Manfred
Hämmerle’s workshop in
Wangent. Together with Manne
and his team in the workshop,
the final improvements and
adjustments were made. Jo,
always on hand, helped with
the repairs because he knew
fully well that he’d have to get
himself out of trouble on the
dirt roads in South America
when the unexpected happened.
That way he was able to know
his Pan from inside and out.

Challenge Panamericana
In January 2022, Jo set off for
Chile, starting in San Antonio
on Ruta 5 and 7 (Carretera
Austral) on the first section of
his largest project to date on
the Pan. 6,500 km later a lack
of engine power stranded him
in Ushuaia, the most southerly
point of the South American

continent. The local workshop
only managed to resolve the
problem temporarily. Yet
»Elvis« didn’t let Jo down: with
a maximum 4,000 rpm he rode
another 4,500 km along Ruta
3 and Ruta 40 of the legendary
Panamericana to Santiago de
Chile. On 24 February 2022,
»Elvis« had 41,555 km on the
clock and had arrived in the
safe haven of the Harley-Davidson dealership in Santiago.
Great testimony to the reliability of the Pan.
A variety of issues delayed getting hold of spare parts, forcing
Jo to call it a day in Chile at the
end of the second quarter of
2022 and have the motorcycle
shipped back to Germany.
However for one reason only:
to tackle the adventure with
renewed momentum once
again. Realistically, the idea of
reaching Alaska in 2022 was no
longer feasible.

Biker Jo at Wunderlich Adventure …

… with brand ambassador Herbert Schwarz
Lonquimay Volcano – Chile, January 2022
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Another place.

Around the same time.
Grafschaft-Ringen – Wunderlich Anfahrt 2022
April 2022. As part of the Anfahrt
gathering, we presented our new
Wunderlich Adventure brand to
the trade press and the general
public. Our new division’s slogan
is:

We kicked off our development
of consistently high-quality
components for selected
adventure bikes from leading
international motorbike brands
with the Harley-Davidson.

Passion. Unlimited.

As an adventure bike specialist,
our experienced developers had
already launched around 100
parts & accessories for the Pan
by then. A remarkable number of
components, including many that
Jo and Manne Hämmerle would
have happily used at the start of
their 1–100,000 km project if they
had been available a year earlier.

The expertise we have built up
since 1985 in developing, producing and marketing high-quality
components for BMW motorbikes,
especially also as an adventure
bike specialist, will also be integrated into our new Wunderlich
Adventure brand from 2022.
Manne Hämmerle and Biker Jo

Restart Panamericana
How everything panned out

The story continues

Fancy accompanying Jo …

Jo’s Pan by the name of »Elvis«
was fitted out and converted
in late summer 2022 in the
Wunderlich Adventure workshop
with the professional Adventure
Parts & Accessories from
the Wunderlich line-up. The
Wunderlich developers, led by
Daniela Hoffmann with her
team, and Jo got on instantly
and shared their experiences,
had each examined the Pan and
its possibilities. Along with
several others, each of them had
gathered their own experiences.
Therefore, in future Jo rides with
Wunderlich Adventure Parts &
Accessories. His experiences
will be fed back into the product
development.

Together with Manfred
Hämmerle, Jo intends to take
another trip to Morocco on
his Pan with its extensive
Wunderlich conversions in
October 2022. Manfred will also
be riding an identically equipped
Pan America. Then in January
2023, Jo will be setting off for
Chile to complete another part of
his Panamericana journey on the
spoked wheels.

If you have a sense of wanderlust
after reading this article and
would like to accompany Jo on his
Adventure journeys, then look no
further. You must have sufficient
experience of adventure bikes
though. You can find Jo’s full
contact details in the box.

The plan is as follows. Providing
everything runs smoothly, »Elvis«
will then continue its journey on
the Panamericana northwards
having clocked up some 65,000
km. Jo will share his experiences
with our developers.

Wunderlich Adventure
Premium Partner
With his K+M | Harleyworld in the
Allgäu, Manfred Hämmerle is one
of the specialists and go-to person
for the growing Pan Community.
We’re delighted that we managed
to secure him as a Premium
Partner and he will include our
parts & accessories in his line-up
in future.  AG
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Questions for: Biker Jo

Jo, a warm welcome! You’ve
been a good customer of ours
for many years with your BMW
R 1250 GS HPA. But it wasn’t
until we contacted Manfred
Hämmerle that we found out
about your project together.
Once again confirming the
saying: it’s a small world!
That’s why we’re even more
delighted to be able to work
together with you!
1. Jo, how did Captain Jo
become Biker Jo?

Captain Jo has been around a
long time. With no experience
of social media, my daughter
told me I ought to set up an
Instagram account and post
stories. So that’s how Captain Jo
morphed into Biker Jo.
2. You ride BMWs, Jo, so
how did you end up with a
Harley?
I love the sound of the HD
engines as well as the vibrant
roar of the BMW boxer. I was
working in Qatar and bought
myself a Wide Glide. And a HD
48 for my wife. That’s how it
all began. I love riding up a
pass with 400 kg of iron. Now I
always have a HD (heavy iron)
as a second motorcycle and also
like wearing a waistcoat when
riding …
3. Jo, how would you rate
the characteristics and
qualities of the Pan?
So much respect for HD!
For their first attempt, it’s a
successful initial foray into
the adventure bike class. For
95% of owners, the Pan is
an outstanding, characterful
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alternative to the established
touring Enduros. For the other
5% of adventure riders that,
like myself, regularly ride off
the beaten track, there’s still a
long way to catch up with the
kind of accessories that allow
you to use an adventure bike
for off-roading in particular.
Obviously we’ve now built up
some experience which we’re
also sharing with HD. This
kind of long-term project like
the 1–100,000 km never runs
entirely smoothly.
4. W
 hy the Panamericana in
particular and not the Silk
Road?
You have to start somewhere,
but rest assured the Silk
Road will follow later. The
Panamericana was on the
itinerary back in 2020 with my
GS. Coronavirus put paid to all
that and I picked up on the idea
again with the Pan.
5. W
 hich sections of the route
are you looking forward to
most and which of might
seem a bit daunting?
For me there aren’t any seasons,
but 12 months of riding
enjoyment as I don’t have a car.
Each of the planned sections
of the route held and holds its
own appeal for me. I've got a
few connections in Panama.
I think with their help we
should try to ride the Darien
Gap between Colombia and
Panama. That’s the greatest
challenge at present, just 110
km long on the whole route, but
a challenge that only a handful
of adventurers have dared to
tackle so far.

6. In regard to the
Panamericana, what in
your view are the greatest
challenges for you as a
rider?
Half of these sections of the
route are already behind me.
Definitely the Carretera Austral
(Ruta 7) in Chile with over 1,000
km of unpaved roads, rain,
heat, and traffic proved a huge
challenge. The same applies
to Ruta 40 on the Argentinian
side that I completed in parts.
470 km of gravel, fierce winds,
coupled with hundreds of
kilometres of solitude caused
my adrenaline levels to rocket.
The Dead Road in Bolivia is still
on the agenda and in Alaska too
the leg to Prudhoe Bay will once
again prove a sporty challenge.
7. W hat in your opinion are the
greatest challenges for HD
and the Pan?
My Pan had already
demonstrated the reliability and
suitability of the league of heavy
adventure bikes, including
under adverse conditions in
South America. Fortunately, the
adventure bike specialists from
Wunderlich offer outstanding
parts, which make the Pan
better in many areas – not
only for the 5% of out-and-out
adventure bikers and Enduro
riders, but particularly also for
your everyday rider.
Jo, many thanks for the
interview. We wish you
many new encounters and a
wonderful, eventful and safe
journey. We will follow you on
the social media channels.

Biker Jo runs exclusive,
challenging motorcycle
tours in small groups
Internet
Motorradtour-Adventure.com
www.facesinthewind.org

Instagram
biker.jo

Youtube
Biker Jo Motorradtour-Adventure

Contact
Biker Jo
c/o Heinz-Joachim Wirths
Aubachstr. 18
56410 Montabaur
Germany
join@facesinthewind.org

Wunderlich Adventure
Premium Partner
Manfred »Manne«
Hämmerle
Managing Director of
K+M | Harleyworld

Internet
https://harley-world.de
https://pan-america.eu

Pan Blog
https://pan-america.eu/
blog-pan-america

Contact
K+M Harleyworld GmbH
Staudach 4
88145 Staudach bei Wangen
Germany
Tel +49 (0)7522 9777-0
Fax +49 (0)7522 9777-97
info@harley-world.de

Lonquimay Volcano – Chile, January 2022
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We are adventure bike specialists
Selected parts & accessories for Biker Jo’s Pan Am
Clever and coordinated: an apt
description of our 100-plus
parts & accessories for the
Harley-Davidson Pan America.
The expertise in identifying
relevant adventure parts and the
coordinated components form the
common thread that runs through
our line-up.
One impressive example of the
carefully coordinated components
is the MARATHON windscreen

that we offer in a transparent
or smoked grey tinted version.
It is higher, and wider at the
base, providing better protection
against wind and weather. The
aerodynamic shape effectively
reduces turbulence and vibration.
Yet we go further than simply
offering an optimised windscreen.
Our developers found in the
riding tests that reinforcing the
windscreen bracket is beneficial
at higher speeds – i.e., with a

high, frontal wind load – and also
makes sense when off-roading.
So the Wunderlich Adventure
parts & accessories line-up
offers the relevant windscreen
reinforcement that eliminates
the disadvantages of the unstable
standard bracket.
Hardly surprising that Jo’s
selection also included the
MARATHON windscreen with the
reinforcement.

Top choices:

Here’s a list of Jo’s favourites
We’ve put together for you some
of the Adventure components
from the categories ErgoComfort,
Protection, Touring and Design
& Style. Jo selected and fitted all
these to his Pan. These and many
other clever parts & accessories
can be found in our Wunderlich
Adventure Shop. With a few
exceptions, all the products fit
the Pan America 1250 and the
Special!

1. ErgoComfort
Thinking about optimising the
ergonomics of your Pan Am as
effectively as possible?

It is interesting what influence
the particular components have:

AKTIVKOMFORT seat
• Ergonomic 3-D contour to
support the natural posture of
the pelvis, relieves the pressure
on the coccyx and provides a
comfortable leg posture when
riding and while stationary
• Relaxed, active ride feel
enhances passive safety

ERGO and ERGO+
handlebar riser
• Straightens the seating position
as well as the spine
• Reduces pressure on the wrists

From experience, we recommend
the following approach if you
want to maximise the ergonomics:
with the above essential components in the ergonomics triangle,
you can effectively optimise the
ergonomics of your motorcycle
based on your individual requirements and needs.
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• Ensures a better overview of
your surroundings

Footrest system
• Individual adjustment of the
knee angle and the foot position
• Prevents loading and
impairment of the knee joints
and the blood vessels through
an overly tight knee angle

Conclusion
The conclusion is that varying
the position of the handlebars,
the seat and the footrests by a
few millimetres has a noticeable
effect on ergonomics. A host of
other products offer additional
optimisation potential. These
include adjustable hand and foot
levers, windshields, and much
more.

The ergonomics triangle.
The ergonomics triangle is how the ergonomist describes the human-machine interfaces on the
motorcycle. These interfaces are the points where the individual comes into direct physical contact
with their motorcycle. This includes the seat and handlebars, specifically the handlebar grips and
the footrests.
The aim of optimising ergonomics
on the motorcycle is to tailor these
interfaces as well as hand and foot
levers to the rider so that their
configuration makes for relaxed,
fatigue-free riding.
At Wunderlich we’ve been involved
closely with customising options to
improve the individual ergonomics
of BMW motorcycles for more than
two decades. The insights gained

into ergonomics and product development can also be transferred
to other motorcycles such as the
Harley-Davidson Pan America.
To optimise a motorcycle ergonomically, we recommend you look
first at the following three key
basic components.

Basic components
of motorcycle ergonomics
• Our AKTIVKOMFORT seats
• Our ERGO and ERGO+
handlebar risers
• Our footrest systems

Animation for
ergonomics
triangle
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AKTIVKOMFORT ThermoPro seat

NEW!

Relaxed and agile – on short and long journeys
We manufacture our seats with a characteristic, ergonomic 3-D
contour that fuses the rider and passenger into one with the
motorcycle. The shape and inclination of the seat core with its highquality finish promotes the ergonomically beneficial natural posture
of the pelvis. Integrated in this way, riding the motorcycle is simply
relaxed and, at the same time, active. Relaxed riding enhances passive
safety. With ThermoPro the temperature of the seats in bright summer
sunshine is up to 25°C lower than with conventional, untreated
upholstery material …

AKTIVKOMFORT rider seat, standard

#90100-002

AKTIVKOMFORT passenger seat, standard

#90105-002

ERGO and ERGO+ handlebar riser

NEW!

A relaxed, upright posture
Ergonomics par excellence: the ERGO handlebar riser raises the
handlebars; with the ERGO+ handlebar riser, the handlebars are also
positioned closer to the rider. The result is ergonomics that take the
strain off the back muscles, the pelvis, the coccyx and the arms while
also substantially improving touring suitability and the overview in
road traffic. The individual adjustment of the handlebar angle further
optimises the seating position. Milled from a solid block of highstrength aluminium and anodised black …

ERGO+ handlebar riser (45 mm)

NEW!

ERGO handlebar riser (25 mm)

NEW!

ERGO+ handlebar riser (45 mm)

ERGO+ handlebar riser (45 mm), black

#90300-002

ERGO (25 mm) handlebar riser, black

#90310-002

Ergo-Comfort lower footrests
Ergonomic knee angle
An open knee angle ensures noticeably more comfort when riding.
It also reduces the mechanical load on the knee joints and the
constriction of the blood vessels around the hollow of the knees.
Our footrest set substantially lowers the feet by 22 mm, the knee
angle opens up and becomes larger, producing an extremely
relaxed, comfortable seating position. This reduces the painful and
excruciating effects of a tight knee angle in certain circumstances,
even eliminating it most of the time. Our sophisticated design allows
us to lower the motorcycle tangibly in an ergonomic, effective way,
without significantly shifting the footrest base and thus …

Ergo-Comfort lower footrests, black

These and other components along with more information are available at www.wunderlich-adventure.com
It’s good to know that apart from a few exceptions, all the products fit the Pan America 1250 and the Special.
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#90320-002

MARATHON windshield

NEW!

Combines effective wind and weather protection with outstanding
touring comfort
The tried-and-tested MARATHON windshield ensures relaxed,
carefree riding thanks to its effective wind and weather protection,
with its ergonomics and outstanding touring comfort and, in turn,
– incidentally – enhanced passive safety. With its position inclined
towards the rider and the sophisticated contour, it offers optimum
relief from wind pressure on the head, upper body and shoulders as
well as a notable reduction in wind buffeting … Note: we recommend
fitting this option together with our windshield reinforcement
(#90155-002) as the stock bracket may be slightly unstable. With
ABE …
MARATHON windshield, transparent

#90150-000

MARATHON windshield, smoked grey

#90150-002

transparent

smoked grey

Windshield reinforcement

2. Protection
Our engine protection bar is the top choice and offers
outstanding basic protection for the Harley-Davidson
Pan America. This protection can be supplemented with
other useful protection components: fairing and headlight
protection, engine protection, radiator protector and axle
protection pads along with other protective covers provide a
sophisticated all-round concept for increasing passive safety
for the popular US motorcycle and substantially improve
protection.
This applies not just to adventure or rally usage, but
especially to everyday riding as well.

EXTREME engine protection bar

NEW!

Superb basic protection
Our development of the EXTREME engine protection bar focussed on
maximum protection and alleviating the risk of costly damage. Thanks
to the component geometry, the motor, its attachment parts and
assemblies as well as the radiator flanks are protected perfectly and
reliably. We also paid special attention to ground clearance and lean
angle. For instance, the engine protection bar fits snugly and, thanks
to its structure, also adds strength and stiffness – all combined with
optimised component weight. The torque and forces generated during
a crash or falling over are spread across three points on each side of
the motorcycle. This reduces the peak loads where external forces are
applied …

EXTREME engine protection bar, black

#90200-002

These and other components along with more information are available at www.wunderlich-adventure.com
It’s good to know that apart from a few exceptions, all the products fit the Pan America 1250 and the Special.
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NEW!

Fairing protector
Useful supplement to the engine protection bar
We recommend our faring protector for riders of a Harley-Davidson
Pan America looking to avoid potential problems and protect the
exposed fairing of their 1250 or 1250 Special. After all, the risk of
damaging the motorcycle exists even when manoeuvring in a garage
or public car parks. The fairing protector reliably shields the panelled
front end and the area around the headlight, thus reducing the risk
of expensive damage. Here too, the acting forces in the event of a
crash or falling over are distributed optimally across the protection bar
structure into the resilient mounting points, reducing force and torque
peaks in the process. The design of the fairing protector meshes
perfectly with the flyline of the Pan …

Fairing protection bar, black

NEW!

#90210-002

CLEAR headlight protection grille, foldable
Sophisticated and road-legal
Suitable for off-road and for touring − our headlight protection grille for
the Pan America is available in two very attractive, robust versions: in
a discreet version as a CLEAR acrylic screen, the version Biker Jo went
for, or in a striking incarnation as a foldable headlight protection grille
(#90260-002) …

CLEAR headlight protector

The usual stiff headlight grilles are not approved for road use. Our
solutions are, however, sophisticated and built consistently: the grille
or the CLEAR acrylic screen always protects the headlight effectively
and they can simply be folded down when riding on road or for
cleaning …

Headlight protection grille, foldable

CLEAR headlight protector, foldable, black

NEW!

#90260-102

EXTREME engine protection
Designed for adventure
The functional design and the design integration of our 3-part
EXTREME engine protection made of aluminium offers all-round
protection for the engine housing, the oil sump, parts of the manifold,
the catalytic converter, the sensitive coolant expansion tank and the
exposed battery. The inserted stainless steel grille also protects the
charging controller while also providing cooling. The result is sturdy
engine protection optimised for weight and shape, echoing the design
principle of ‘form follows function’ that meshes perfectly with the
design of the Pan America …

EXTREME engine protection, black

These and other components along with more information are available at www.wunderlich-adventure.com
It’s good to know that apart from a few exceptions, all the products fit the Pan America 1250 and the Special.
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#90220-000

Radiator protector

NEW!

Stay cool
Our radiator protector is designed to provide optimum airflow and
cooling performance. The front silhouette of the radiator is covered in
a way that reliably reduces and prevents foreign objects and insects
from directly striking the vulnerable radiator core. It reliably protects
the radiator without impairing the airflow. Our radiator protector is also
eye-catching: the functional design integrates perfectly with the front
silhouette …

Radiator protector, black

#90270-002

Protective cover for ignition coil

NEW!

Well covered
Our protective cover made of aluminium covers the ignition coil and
integrates the area optimally into the motorcycle’s overall concept.
The cover also reliably protects the ignition coil. Ventilation slits
provide cooling …
Functions:
• Reliable protection for the ignition coil
• Visual upgrade

Protective cover for ignition coil, black

#90180-000

Axle protection pads

NEW!

Tried-and-tested in motor racing
Their design originally comes from motor racing where they passed
the practical test with ease. If the motorcycle falls over or crashes, our
axle protection pads also ensure in everyday riding that the front forks,
the wheel axle and the brake system are protected effectively. They
create a space for the above components when the motorcycle comes
into bouncing or sliding contact with the surface or road, and reduce
or prevent costly damage to the motorcycle. Thanks to the positive
material properties, they absorb the impact energy entirely or partially
whenever forces are applied suddenly …

Axle protection pads for the front axle, black

#90250-002

Axle protection pads for the rear axle, black

#90251-002

for the front axle

for the rear axle

These and other components along with more information are available at www.wunderlich-adventure.com
It’s good to know that apart from a few exceptions, all the products fit the Pan America 1250 and the Special.
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Engine side fairing

NEW!

Double the benefits
The Wunderlich Adventure engine side fairing for the Harley-Davidson
Pan America has become a best seller due to its good looks – and yet
it can do much more. The stylish fairing skilfully conceals the view of
the left side of the engine: without the fairing, you’d be looking at the
back of the radiator, the cooling fan, lots of fitted cables and wires,
and internal fairing parts. The side fairing hides the opening from view
while routing the hot cooling airflow coming from the radiator and
engine through the integrated flow openings efficiently past the rider’s
left leg – without it the airflow would directly hit the rider’s left leg. It
therefore combines effective function and integral design …

Side fairing, black

#90280-002

3. Touring
Innovative and durable. We are renowned for our sophisticated, innovative and specialised luggage solutions.
These unquestionably include our popular robust
EXTREME case series, handcrafted from high-quality
aluminium with durable stainless steel clamps and THE
all-rounder and classic among the tank bags: the extremely
hard-wearing and adaptable ELEPHANT tank bag which
has proven its value in all four corners of the globe.
Whether it’s with a photo insert or cool bag, the world is
your oyster. Made to last.

EXTREME case set

NEW!

For purists that relish the materiality and appeal of the original,
untreated and robust material
Whether heading out on the motorway, to the North Cape or through
the desert, these sturdy, lightweight and yet stylish EXTREME
aluminium cases will accompany you through thick and thin. They can
be attached conveniently to the carrier thanks to the quick release
system. Their special sealing system makes them totally dust- and
waterproof. The consistent use of high-quality materials makes our
EXTREME luggage system durable …
Note: Please order the matching case carrier separately: Wunderlich
EXTREME case carrier, stainless steel (#90600-000) …

EXTREME case carrier, stainless steel

Also available in black

XTREME case set, aluminium

These and other components along with more information are available at www.wunderlich-adventure.com
It’s good to know that apart from a few exceptions, all the products fit the Pan America 1250 and the Special.
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#90600-300

ELEPHANT tank bag

NEW!

The classic among the tank bags – the ELEPHANT
The ELEPHANT made of CORDURA® TrueLock™ stands out with
its new design, sustainable fabrics and optimised functionality and
variability. The main compartment can be adapted flexibly. The
dimensionally stable insert reliably protects the contents. Two side
pockets provide additional storage space. The blue lining ensures
a clear structure. The ELEPHANT offers a retention system, similar
to the Molle mounting system, for our additional pockets. It is
complemented by a practical, elasticated luggage net. The zippers are
water-resistant …
Note: The matching system mount (#90401-000) is also required to
install the tank bag …
ELEPHANT tank bag, black

#90400-002
System mount

4. Design & Style
The high-quality design of our Adventure Parts &
Accessories does not force its way into the spotlight and
remains understated. It fits immaculately into the design
idiom of the particular model series. That’s what we call
integrated design.

Wunderlich
Adventure
Style
Offroad

Wunderlich
Adventure
Style
Road Trip

Tank pad set 2-pieces

NEW!

Old school
The tank pad set is precisely tailored to the design of the HarleyDavidson Pan America. The pads effectively protect all the points of
contact on the tank from scratches, damages and abrasion marks.
The improved knee angle conveys a more direct riding feel that
considerably increases riding pleasure …

Tank pad set, 2-pieces, black

#90255-002

These and other components along with more information are available at www.wunderlich-adventure.com
It’s good to know that apart from a few exceptions, all the products fit the Pan America 1250 and the Special.
INSIDE WUNDERLICH

#02

85

86

#02

INSIDE WUNDERLICH

INSIDE WUNDERLICH

#02

87

First you have double vision.
And then there's a headache
as well!!
Aspirin will not help here. But a Wunderlich spoiler attachment will!
Something's not right. You sit on
your bike and the standard windshield is supposed to offer protection against wind and weather.
But it doesn't. Instead, there is
buzzing in your ears and your
head is shaking. You have double
vision, which strains your brain
and makes you tired. Sometimes
it is even dangerous. The result:
A nasty headache. Admittedly,
this is already the most severe
form of a phenomenon that we all
know and that nobody likes. And
frankly, it takes the fun out of
motorcycling.
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Why is that?
It is because of the windshield,
whose structural stability and
shape is designed for the average rider. But who among us
is »average«? There are always
individual reasons, it depends
on each one of us. On our height,
but perhaps also the ratio of leg
length to torso, which makes us
either a sitting giant who is hit in
the face by the wind or a sitting
dwarf that is hit by the turbulent
swirls of air that come from the
upper edge of the windshield.
Sometimes it's the helmet.

Individuality needs
individual solutions
If the effects of the air flow
behaviour depend on our individual physiognomy, then only
an individual, in the best case
infinitely adjustable solution, can
provide a remedy. This is exactly
what the Wunderlich spoiler
attachments do.

Individual incoming flow angle
and optimised trailing edge
With a spoiler attachment from
Wunderlich, you can set two
essential parameters individually:

The incoming flow angle and,
depending the position of the
trailing edge, the air flow.
Fine-tuning the aerodynamic
effect of the spoilers can be

easily done while driving, so
that the turbulent parts of the
air flow are noticeably reduced
in favour of a laminar, smooth air
flow.

With the spoiler attachment ...
… from A for Aprilia to Y for
Yamaha.

Learn
more!

Wunderlich spoiler attachments
»VARIO-ERGO+« and »VARIO-ERGO 3D«
Information &
specifications
When using windshields on a
motorcycle, depending on the
size of the rider and the position
of the windshield, turbulence
can occur which can affect riding
pleasure. Because with many
original windshields, the wind
trailing edge can be optimised
with our spoiler attachments
and the impairments caused by
turbulence can be noticeably
reduced. Wunderlich has developed individually adjustable
spoiler attachments for this case:
»VARIO-ERGO+« and »VARIOERGO 3D«. »VARIO-ERGO+« and
»VARIO-ERGO 3D« are distinguished by their respective distinctive shapes. The »VARIO-ERGO+«
spoiler attachment has an aerodynamically rounded trapezoidal
shape. The »VARIO-ERGO 3D«
version has a more streamlined
contoured shape and offers even

more individual adjustment options thanks to a rotating centre
joint. Both are very suitable for
effectively reducing turbulence
when riding.
Experience a carefree riding
experience and enjoy the benefits
of this ergonomic and aerodynamic system, which you can adjust
individually to your needs.

We have summarised the most
important features of both
models for you:
• Suitable for all windshields with
a disc windshield thickness of
3 to 6 mm
• Individual adjustment of
inclination, height and distance
to the rider

• Reduces the effect of the
turbulent flow of the original
windshield through the
targeted deflection of the air
flow
• Secure hold due to fastening by
means of clamping bracket
• Simple and quick assembly of
the spoiler
• Clamp bracket material:
anodised duralumin
• Spoiler material: shatter-proof
Lexan
• Available in transparent or
smoke grey
• With German type approval
for use on many original
windshields (see vehicle
allocation)  AG

• Optimal relief for head, arms
and upper body

»

The »Reisemotorrad« magazine writes:
The height-adjustable element is convincing with even higher
wind protection and directs the incoming air almost perfectly
over the helmet, even for tall riders. Even at 200 km/h on the
motorway, it can be ridden with the visor open without disturbing
turbulence.«

INSIDE WUNDERLICH
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Electric mobility

Wandering
in the urban jungle
Traffic jams, lack of parking
spaces and rising fuel prices.
It is becoming apparent that
the two-wheeler will play an
important role in the future
as part of a serious urban
transport concept. At the same
time, this will combine driving
pleasure and functionality
like no other vehicle, »said
Wunderlich Managing Director
Frank Hoffmann at the EICMA

90

#02

INSIDE WUNDERLICH

2019.« In addition to the classic
drive concept, electric drive is
increasingly establishing itself
in the motorcycle sector. This
is reflected in the increasing
number of remarkable offers.
This is particularly true for
urban mobility, where the
disadvantage of limited range
can be compensated for by a
higher density of charging
stations. »"We will turn to such

concepts in the future, for
example BMW's CE 04,« adds
Hoffmann.

Electrifying:
The drive.
The design.
BMW's stylish premium scooter
named CE 04 stands out from
the monotony of scooters

in terms of technology and
design. It is not a fake, because
BMW fortunately refrains
from hiding the electric drive
under a body that pretends to
be something else. Instead,
the CE 04 scores points with
its sophisticated, purist
independence and its high
recognition value – which
is distantly reminiscent
of the Welbike of English
paratroopers. Form follows
function at it's best: The
narrow, almost floating seat
is comfortable to sit on and
the storage compartment
underneath the seat, with
the flap opening to the
right, is spacious. A decent
windshield and enough space
for the legs are also provided.
The 10.25-inch TFT display
familiar from motorcycles
fits perfectly into the cockpit
layout and matches the

independent, avant-garde
design and the performance
paired with driving pleasure is
simply well received. There is
also the undeniable advantage
of finding a parking space in
large cities.
At 231 kg, the CE 04 is
almost 50 kg lighter than the
C Evolution and thus more
manageable. With its long
wheelbase, it drives like on
rails, even at high speeds.
Fortunately, a reverse gear
is available for manoeuvring.
BMW Motorrad can draw on
the high-voltage, charging
and control technology of the
i-models in the passenger car
division. The batteries are
installed under the floor with
a low centre of gravity. The
battery technology is basically
identical to that of the BMW iX
and ensures impressive driving

Interview with Frank Hoffmann
What is your first impression of the CE 04?
I am convinced that the two-wheeler is the ideal
means of transport for big cities. For me, BMW has
presented a convincing entry into urban e-mobility
with the concept of the CE 04, a concept that will
certainly appeal to younger buyers.

From 0 to 50 km/h in 2.6 seconds, that's to your taste −
how does the CE 04 drive?
Yes, you could say that. With its driving dynamics
and torque, the scooter is great fun at traffic lights.
For my taste, however, the fork could be a bit better
damped – I already have some nice ideas there!

digital and analogue worlds.
The potential of the concept
is shown by the growing
markets in Southern Europe,
but especially in France. Its

for this. The charging socket
(type 2 plug) is located in the
right leg shield.
The 42 hp electric motor
itself is water-cooled and is
derived from the electric
motor of the plug-in hybrid
in the BMW 2 Series Active
Tourer. In addition, BMW
offers a power-reduced A1
driving licence version with
11 kW/15 hp.
The stylish scooter is available
in Maggellan Grey or Light
White unicolor. Does the
urban eye-catcher also have
disadvantages? Yes, absolutely.
You quickly get used to
the long wheelbase, which
occasionally appears to be a
hindrance when parking, and
you have to accept the range
of 130 km, although the fastcharging function puts the

What is your driving impression?
Isn't 231 kg somewhat excessive?
230 kg is quite an announcement. Due to the favourable centre of gravity and the powerful torque, this is
not as »noticeable« when driving as feared.
You are a self-confessed aesthete.
What do you think of the design of the CE 04?
The avant-garde design is fitting and stands out –
which is why it is sure to polarise people.
Your conclusion?
A promising concept that combines design with
driving pleasure and appeals to the international
public, especially young people in big cities. One fly
in the ointment remains, namely the question of who
can afford the high purchase price?

performance. With 40 cells,
the CE 04 has a capacity of
8.9 kWh, and thus a range of
130 kilometres. However, ideal
conditions are a prerequisite

issue into perspective,
as it offers sufficient
reserves for the big city
and the surrounding
countryside.  AG
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Interview with
Daniela
Hoffmann

Technical data
BMW CE 04
Motor
Synchronous electric motor,
water cooled

Rated continuous power
15 kW (20 hp)

Maximum power
31 kW (42 hp) at 4900 rpm

Maximum power, A1 version
11 kW (15 hp)

Max. torque
62 Nm at 1500 rpm

Maximum speed
120 km/h

Seat height
780 mm

Development
Team Leader
Are there any special, fundamental challenges in developing
accessories for electric motorcycles that differ from the development
principles for classic bikes at Wunderlich?
There are two aspects: Lightweight construction plays a role, as do
aerodynamics, although their influence is negligible in the city. On
country roads, it's a different story. Our aim is not to shorten the range
by adding unnecessary weight, but at best to optimise it, for example by
improving the aerodynamics with a windshield.

What materials are you considering for this?
Wherever possible, we use lightweight materials such as aluminium,
except for components where we have to consider higher strength values
due to stress.

Apart from the choice of material, are there other aspects to consider?
Scooters are mainly used in urban areas, so we pay particular attention
to the specific requirements and needs of urban driving in our product
development. As always, protection, especially from the weather,
ergonomics and also luggage solution approaches play an essential role.

Wunderlich always places great emphasis on the integrated functional
design approach. The CE 04 shines with a very independent design.
How does this affect product development? Can you still find enough
attachment points for accessories?

Weight
231 kg

Battery
8.9 kWh

Range
130 km
(according to WMTC standard)

Tyres
front/rear 120/70 R 15 / 160/60 R 15

Price
from EUR 11,990

The number of bolt-on points is indeed limited compared to a motorcycle.
But we have a great deal of experience in developing innovative solutions
when proven standard solutions do not work. Even with the futuristic
CE 04, we follow the premise that our design is always functional and
integrated. In this way, our components also blend in discreetly with the
CE 04 and yet set an accent.

Can you already tell us which accessories you are working on for the
CE 04?
I had already mentioned weather protection, so I can already say that we
will offer a large aerodynamic windshield, hand protectors and also a leg
cover. In addition, a business bag equipped with a convenient quickrelease fastener and a practical top-case carrier that can also be used
when riding as a passenger.

Dani, what is your conclusion about the CE 04?
I particularly like the design, it has a high recognition value and
deviates from the usual scooter monotony.

YouTube
Video
BMW CE 04
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Wunderlich

ClassiX 2023
Open-brand classic motorcycle and car meeting
We at Wunderlich are petrolheads through and through
and as such not only obsessed
with motorcycles but cars too!
That is why we have created
a casual, regular meeting for
all riders of sporty or classic
motorcycles and cars as well as
the friends of our company!
Unfortunately, many meetings
are now limited to either
cars or motorcycles. With
the open-brand Wunderlich
ClassiX meeting, we want
to bring motorcycle and car
lovers together and provide

inspiration and versatility as
well as lots of entertaining
talks about petrol. Because
that's what the big X
symbolises. Our wish with
the meeting is to create an
informal setting that can
establish itself as a meeting
place for like-minded people
and develop further in the
future.
The two premiere meetings in
September and October 2022
were attended by classic cars
such as an Opel Ascona A, a
BMW 320is, Golf I, Porsche
924, Mercedes 190, 124 series

Mercedes and a few more. As
expected, there were lots of
BMW motorcycles as well as
Italian and Japanese classics,
for example a three-cylinder
Laverda, a Honda Bol d'Or and
several other bikes.
Food and drinks were also
provided. In the best of spirits,
the Open Lounge in front
of the Wunderlich company
headquarters with the
backdrop of old and young cars
lined up provided the perfect
location for plenty of petrolsoaked small talk.  AG

This makes you
want more!
Please make a note of the dates for
the Wunderlich ClassiX 2023 and
pass them on:
When: Every first Friday of the month
from April to October from 4 pm
Where: Outdoor area & Open Lounge
at Wunderlich in the Innovationspark
Rheinland, Joseph-v.-Fraunhofer-Str.
6 – 8, 53501 Grafschaft-Ringen,
Germany (directly on the A61)
Who: All classics, whether motorcycle
or car, as well as participants and
visitors are welcome to the Wunderlich
ClassiX Meeting 2023!
We are looking forward to numerous
participants and many visitors!
Wunderlich
ClassiX
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MyBike

Show us:

Your bike!

In the first issue of INSIDE
WUNDERLICH we encouraged
you to show us your bike and upload a photo of it under the motto
»MyBike« The response was huge
and in this issue we present the
first ten bikes. Their owners have
already been informed about their
winnings.

Andrea G. | R 1250 GS |

Stefano R. | R 1250 GS |
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Do you also want your bike to be
presented? Then simply upload
a creative photo to our portal.
We will once again be giving
away great prizes and valuable
vouchers to redeem in our online
shop or in our Wunderlich
app among the entrants of the
selected photos.

CLICK HERE FOR THE
PHOTO UPLOAD

Wunderlich
MyBike

Hans-Jürn d. B. | R 1200 R LC |

Michael S. | R nineT (2017-) |

►

D

D

Thomas G. | R 1200 RT LC (2014-) |

Alain M. | R 1250 GS Adventure |

D

D

Schulze R. | R 1250 GS Adventure |

F

Stephan J. | R nineT (2014 – 2016) |

Nele H. | F 700 GS (-2016) |

D

Oliver M. | F 900 XR |

D

F
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Column

Is it possible to see
things differently?

M

y friend Ben
is a difficult
case. We
have known
each other
since childhood, he lived in
the house next door at the
time and we socialised in the
same part of our urban jungle.
So we performed the first
forbidden things in the life of
an adolescent in conspiratorial
togetherness, squeezed the
pimples on our chins at the
same time, messed around
with the same girls and, having
barely turned 15, immediately
both bought a moped – if
only because of the girls. At
that time, a deep passion for
accelerated movement on just
one track awoke in both of us,
and even if a moped is not too
fast as standard, there was
something we could do about it.
We turned into fearless junior
tuners, perforated many a
carburettor – »keep filing,
there's still something there
...« – and lived on the street
in constant fear of bumping

into a police car interested
in the number of teeth on
our sprockets. So we also
discovered adrenaline at the
same time and both yearned for
the Zündapp brand, even later
in the moped era. A Zündapp
was the holy grail for us,
because it was not only cool,
but water-cooled and for that
reason alone far superior to
other mopeds, at least that's
how we saw it. We were also
brothers in spirit in every
other respect.

T

he Guzzi engine – the
only truly blissful power
unit?

Then, before we could switch
to a real motorcycle together,
Ben went off for his education
and I lost track of him. I
didn't hear from him again
for about three decades. Until
he suddenly appeared on my
doorstep, out of nowhere, just
over a year ago. Even under
the his thinning hair and above

the unfamiliar double chin,
I recognised his typical grin
right away, especially since he
was wearing a helmet under his
arm, just like back then – albeit
now a green, white and red one.
Of course there was a huge
welcoming, especially as it
quickly became clear that
we would now be seeing
each other more often again,
because Ben had returned to
his old home and from then
on hung out at my place more
often. Which was nice in itself,
because who wouldn't want to
meet up with their best friend
from their youth and find out
that at least they still share a
passion for motorcycles? And
yet there was something that
disturbed me.
Because after the most
important things had been
said, he naturally wanted to
see the motorcycle that I'm
riding today. »Hmm, nice and
pretty,« he said at first sight of
my machine, but then: »It's just
a real pity for you that the two
cylinders are peeping out at
the wrong angle to the side ...«
That's how it started.
Since then, Ben has been trying
to convince me with tireless
dedication that only a Guzzi
engine can be the truly blissful
power unit for a motorcycle. For
a while it was quite entertaining
and also kind of interesting,
after all Ben knew a lot about
the glorious Italian brand, its
history and the minds behind
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it. So I learned practically
everything about the family tree
of the founding family – down to
the sixth member -, heard him
rattle off the entire Guzzi model
range, including the pre-war
model range, and got to know
every facet of Ben's »Passione«,
as he calls it.
From the first moment, he
obviously had it in his head
to convert me, and I quickly
realised that brand loyalty
can be very exhausting when
it comes in missionary garb.
Especially when the missionary
is firmly convinced that there
is actually no alternative to his
view of things: »Sit on it and
just go for a ride. After only
half a day, you will know I'm
right. You can't see it any other
way.« Phew ...
Whenever Ben goes to Italy,
he visits Carlo Guzzi's grave
in Mandello del Lario, »as
long as I can still walk, that's
the way it's going to be«.
He had the eagle tattooed
between his shoulder blades
and the Le Mans logo on his
chest, and when you enter his

»gentlemen's room« – as he
calls his workshop – you think
you're in a sacred place. The
walls are paved with proof of
former racing successes and
the brand logo is everywhere,
illuminated, gilded, as a poster
– as if there were no spot
where it could not be placed.
The workbench draped like an
altar, the tools above it, a holy
water basin in the back corner
– which fortunately turned out
to be just an old oil pan.

I

t's just a real pity for him
that the two cylinders are
peeping out at completely
the wrong angle to the side!
In places like this, I'm always
very focused on not saying the
wrong thing, because if you're
so crazy about a brand, you're
sometimes rather unrelaxed in
the exchange about it. After all,
the whole thing is always an
expression of one's own identity,
so a flippant remark doesn't
necessarily have to brighten
up the atmosphere of the
conversation.

Just the other day, we got into
a bit of a tussle because I blew
my top: »No, I don't want to
come with you to the Guzzi
anniversary in Mandello! We had
already sorted that out weeks
ago! And if you ask a hundred
more times: No!« We then got
ourselves together again. He
promised he wouldn't ask again
and I tried to remember the
good times of our youth when
we were disciples of the same
brand. If only I had been able to
mind out for him longer back
then, this certainly wouldn't
have happened to him. We then
agreed that we would take each
other as we are for the time
being.
But I don't actually think his
machine is that terrible. It's
just a real pity for him that
the two cylinders are peeping
out at completely the wrong
angle to the side. I haven't yet
found the right way to make
that clear to him. But I'm still
trying to find a way. Because
actually you can't see it any
other way …  UB
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// Design, Style & Protection
// Touring
// ErgoComfort

Passion. Unlimited.

Parts & accessories for your Pan America 1250!

WUNDERLICH ADVENTURE. PASSION. UNLIMITED.
As adventure bike specialists we are passionate about developing parts & accessories
for selected adventure bikes from leading premium manufacturers beyond the world
of BMW. The Harley-Davidson Pan America is just the start.

More
information!

WUNDERLICH SUSPENSION.
FIRST-CLASS SUSPENSION COMPONENTS.
FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE.
wunderlich-
suspension.com
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